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sioners appointed by the Legislative Act to approve the securities of the 
officers of the newly created town. This same Mr. Dellet figured to a 
remarkable degree in the life story of that early settlement. 

William Barrett Travis, one of the heroes of the Alamo, read law 

in the office of Mr. Dellet and left Claiborne in the early 18BO’s to try 
his fortune in Texas. 

This point on the Alabama River has had a remarkable effect on 
the history of the State. It very early became an important point and 
at the time of the Territorial capital at St. Stephens, some miles south 
west, was the main crossing place in the State when travellers went 
rom the Tensas and Tombigbee country to the National capital of 
Washington and points east. Claiborne is said to have had several thou¬ 
sand settlers at one time, though this cannot be documented. The place 
is internationally known on account of the world s interest in the Eocene 
geological formations at mean low water level under the bluff. 

Timothy Conrad, a celebrated Philadelphia naturalist, spent two 
years there as the guest in the home of Judge Charles Tait, from 1822 
and other world known scientists, including Sir Charles Lyell, a British¬ 
er, were there at times. It was up to 1860, a well known shipping point 

on the Alabama River and the association with the steamboats and 
travel industry of that character is well known. 

; ^ Uch haS , been written about Claiborne. Not only many magazine 
and short articles have appeared but a number of books have been pub- 

isied about the place. One of the most interesting of these is a life 

story of Timothy Abbott Conrad, by Harry E. Wheeler, of Birmingham 

who devotes much of the volume to Dr. Conrad’s stay in Alabama. The 

vo ume is richly illustrated, profusely documented and the bibliography 

relative to Claiborne is remarkably set out, all in all, one of Alabama's 
richest contributions to a local site. 


The Ed.tor is particularly indebted to Mrs. Deer for the suggestion 
of the preparation of this number and for her contributions to it. She 
.S at the present time editing the political papers of James Dellet, Rufus 
orrey and Lyman Gibbons, and these will be subsequently published 
n adchtion to this material, Mrs. Deer has a great deal of collected data 

"3 1 for^ publication.’^ * ^ ™ 


Mr. McCall has been particularly 
for this issue. 



in assembling material 




JUSTUS WYMAN 



Mr. Wyman was living at Fort Claiborne in 1817 , and may be accepted 
as Alabama's first historian . He compiled an historical sketch of the new 
State just before he moved y in 1820, to Montgomery . Dr . William S, 
Wyman , the distinguished historian, long time at the University y was a 
grandson. 


















VOLUME NIN ETEEN— 1957 _217 

FORT CLAIBORNE 

✓ 

Sketch by JUSTUS WYMAN 

Fort Claiborne 26 is situated at the head of schooner navigation on 
the Alabama River, about 130 miles from Blakely by water, and 80 by 
land. 

The town stands on a high bluff of land called the Alabama 
Heights, about 180 feet above the level of the river. The first settlement 
commenced in this town towards the close of the year 1816; since that 
time it has increased with a rapidity scarcely paralleled. The whole 
number of inhabitants which one year ago did not exceed 800, is now 
rising of 2,000. In point of health and commercial advantages, Ft. Clai¬ 
borne, as an inland town, stands unrivaled, and little doubt can be en¬ 
tertained of its being eventually one of the first commercial and political 
places in the territory. There is a claim laid upon the site of this town, 
by Wetherford, 27 a half-breed Indian, which has prevented settlers from 
making any permanent or expensive establishments. The houses are 
merely of a temporary nature, built of logs, and put up for present use 
only. It is generally believed that this claim is valid, and that he will 
recover the place. Should this be the case, government will probably 
purchase it of him, as he will not hold in fee simple, but by a special 
act of Congress, will be permitted to sell to government, and to no one 
else. If he should recover the claim, and government should not make 
the purchase, the settlement will probably be broken up, which will be 
a very serious injury to the country. 


M See Trans. Ala. Hist. Society, 1897-98, pp. 158-9, and notes. 

"John Weatherford—See Trans. Ala. Hist. Society, 1897-98, pp. 159-60, 165. 


Transactions of the Alabama Historical Society, 1898-99, Vol. Ill, p. 117. 
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FIRST ALABAMA RIVER SURVEY 

1814 

By HOWELL TATUM 

—So. 60 Wt. 20 ch To Fort Claibourne 64 situated on a high pine 
bluff of 150 feet perpendicular, on the left side the river—A rich bottom 
to the right and a spring under the Fort in the river bank to the left. 

West 30 ch—Bluff continues, lower but still poor & piny—rich bot¬ 
tom on the right. 

No. 55 Wt. 60 ch—Bluff decreasing & piny—rich bottom on the 
right & largely improved.—landed on the left at John Weatherford's fer¬ 
ry, at the end of the bluff at 45 minutes after 3 o’clock P.M. & encamped 
at 41 m. 20 ch. 


"‘Now Claiborne. The remains of the fort are still visible. It was built by 

'• * % • 

General F. L. Claiborne in November, 1813, as a base of supplies on his 
Invasion of the Creek country from the southwest. The best description of 
the fort is that here given by Tatum. The white bluff and long steps of 
Claiborne are prominent objects on the Alabama River. 

Nothing can be found in the existing War Department records as to 
the founding, occupancy, or abandonment of Fort Claiborne. Gardner’s 
Dictionary of the Army of the U. S., p. 578, says that it was named after 
Brig. Gen. F. L. Claiborne, as is generally stated. That publication also 
gives Fort Montgomery, opposite the Cut Off, at three' miles distance, as 
named for Bvt. Maj. E. Montgomery, 7th Infantry. There is no plan of 
either on record, but the location of Fort Claiborne, as well as of other 
posts, is given on the early printed Map of Alabama, constructed from 
surveys of the General Land Office, &c., by John Mellish, 1818-19. 

After the Creek treaty of Aug. 9, 1814, Gov. David Holmes, of the 
Mississippi Territory, by proclamation dated June 29, 1815, created Monroe 
County to embrace all the ceded lands. On Dec. 9, 1815, the Territorial 
Assembly designated Fort Claiborne as the place for holding the Courts 
of the County. It remained the seat of Justice until 1832. In its early days 
it was “a place of fame,” and many of the leading public men had resi¬ 
dences there. It was very unhealthy, however, and this was one cause of 
its downfall. Railroad competition destroyed its commercial importance. 
See Pickett’s Alabama, vol. ii, p. 320, Brewer’s Alabama, pp. 434-5; and Ball’s 
Clarke County, p. 458. 
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Note-The road 65 of communication between Fort St. Stephens & 
Milledgeville in Georgia crosses the Alabama at this ferry, t e prop ® 1 J 
of a friendly Creek Indian, brother to the noted chief who was pnn 
pal leader in the destruction of Fort Mimms. 

The bluff on which the Fort is situated is called the Alabama 
heights. It overlooks an extensive, valuable bottom on the right bank 
which is said to he backed with a bluff of high pme lands from the 
foot of which run many fine springs that will prove of great utility m 
the future settlement of this part of the country-above this place 1* 
large and extensive bodies of prime bottom, and, as is said, high la 
the situation & water gorxl & 

icauisition to the United States. It is by lands from 20 to 30 mi es 
Port Mimms & 50 miles above Fort Stoddard and , 90 to 100 mi es a ove 

Mobile. 

Fort Claibourne is a strong built Stockade, Fort nearly a square on 
the centre of three squares are built Blockhouses which have the effec 
of Salient Angles, the outer ends of which are shaped so as toi have^the 
effect of the face of Bastions in defence-there is also one of _ them 
the line of an irregular off set in the work, made to avoid including 

part of a ravine. 

18th 

Proceeded at 40 minutes after 10 o’clock A.M. 

No 60 Wt. 30 ch-Weatherfords Improvts. on the left, commences 
at the ferry, & contains a part of an excellent piece of bottom land The 
improved tan*. opposite, are also claimed by him-A swamp on the 
back part of the Improvt. on the right. 

^The”route crossing here from St Stephens merged^ the ea* in the 

Federal Road. It is noteworthy that Sam tvio ifod 

ai New Orleans did not at Mims Ferry and pursue th Fed 

eral Bead but took a more northerly route and s '^ave" be» toe to 
Bandon’s, mentioned by Tatum lower down. This may have been d 
high water at Nannahubba Island. See Claiborne’s Dale, p. 160. The brother 
reted to is John Weatherford, of the preceding paragraph. 


TatU Tra ! nsa°Sa of the Alabama Historical Society 189M 898, Vol. II, pp 
158-160. 
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JAMES CRAIG’S TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS AT 

CLAIBORNE* 

\ 

A list of Capt. James Craig Comp’y Mustered into service at Fay 


ettville the 20 Sept. 1814. 

1. James Craig Capt. 

2. Edmond W. Gee 1 Liut. 

3. Trustin B. Thomas 2 Lt. 

4. Thomas Nesbit 3 Do. 

5. Johnathin King En. 

6. Samuel Young 1 Ser. 

7. John Letherdale 2 Do. 

8. John Nesbit 3 Do. 

9. Thomas Gee 4 

10. William Barber 5 

11. James Jackson 1 Cor. 

12. George Purkins 2 Do. 

13. Benjamin Gremmet 3 

14. Ephram Potter 4 

15. Benjamin Thomas 5 

16. William H. Stennet 6 


1. Thomas Powers X 

2. Alen Comer X 

3. John Wood X 

4. Joel Childers X 

5. William Cotton X 

6. Abraham Robertson X 

7. Levi Anderson X 

8. Drury Massy X 

9. James Maloney X 

10. Conrad Farmer X 

11. James Hamilton X 

12. Francis McDaniel X 


41. John Lomicks X 

42. Gilbert Briffen X 

43. Nathan Linn X 

44. Erasimus Brewer X 

45. William Petty X 

46. John Miller X 

47. Jacob Bean X 

48. Ezekiel Preston X 

49. Malcim McMillen X 

50. Joseph Gibson X 

51. Kenchen Perry X 

52. Ruffin Gin (Enlisted) X 

53. Levi Murphy X 

54. John Gerret X 

55. Jacob Ortner X 

56. Harry Giles X 

57. Barton Davis X 

58. Jeremiah Menasco X 

59. Andw Hunter X 

60. James Menasco X 

61. Francis McClenehan X 

62. John Peacock transfered 

63. Richard High (Joseph Ivrey) 

64. Harry Johns X 

65. Charls White X 

66. Robt. Tatty X 

67. Nimrod McIntosh X 

68. Hugh Lasly X 

69. Redrick Bethey X 


’"Excerpts from the record book of Capt. James Craig, who commanded 
a company of Tennessee Militia. This command, mustered into service at 
Fayetteville, was on duty at Fort Claiborne, from October 26, to December 
28, 1814. Record Book filed in Alabama Department Archives and History. 





13 . Nathan Fortner X 

14. John Forbush X 

15. Daniel Dodd X 

16. William Curtis Dr. X 

17. Thomas Archer X 

18. James Storry X 

19 . William Johns X 

20. John Holland X 
Elisha Robertson 

21. Enos Farmer X 

22. Hatdy Chambers X 

23. Lemuel Russel X 

24. William Hand X 

25. James Gouch X 

26. William Mathis X 

27. James Thredford X 

28. Jessy Young X 

29. Daniel Robison X 

30. John Smith X 

31. John Sharp X 

32. George Suliven X 

33. William Curtis X 

34. John Stafford X 

35. William Stone X 

36. William Warren X 

37. John Gamer X 

38. Alexander Rose X 


70. Peeter Bohoner X 

71. Anguish McCloud X 

72. Thomas McGill X 

73. James Todd X 

74. James Lanckford X 

75. Robt. Hamilton X 

76. Alen Williams X 

77. John Biggs X 

78. Robt. Warren X 

79. John Leggit X 

80. Ebenezer Skinner X 

81. James McClenehan X 

82. James Hendon X 

83. Thos. Laten X 

84. John Haynes X 

85. David Jackson X 

86. William Lightfoot X 

87. John Jackson X 

88. Hugh Jackson X 

89. Issac Hegler X 

90. William Davidson X 

91. David Alsip X 

92. George Steel X 

93. Thomas Dally X 

Commissioned Officers 
Non Commissioned Do. 
Privates 


5 

11 

93 


39. Jacob Odom X 

40. John McCemmy X 



Contents of Record Book kept by James Craig commanding a com¬ 
pany of Tennessee volunteers in the TWar of 1814 

James Craig’s company composed of one hundred and sixmen, 

(more or less), recruited from Tennessee, wa l“^ S ?Xn 
Fayettville in 1814, show service in the campaigns of Andrew Jackson s 

Army on the Coosa, the lower Alabama and Mobile The rec^ 

book shows receipts of arms, assignments of rations, and ry 

information. 
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Fort Claiborne 26 Octr 1814 
Inspectors Gerils Office 
7th Military District 

*' / I 

; . ‘ t 9 ' • 

Sir 

The Command of Fort Claiborne Devolves on you and Should you 
be Attacked you are hereby Required to Defend it to the Last Possible 
Extremity— 

our Contery is at Warr and that State Brings with it peculiar and 
most Sacred Duties—The honour of our Flag Requires a gallint Defence 
on Every ocasion—Let the watch word of you and your Brave fellows 
be Death or victory— 

By Comd of Majr. Genl. Jackson 

Wishing you a pleasant command I have the Honour to be sir very 
Respectfully yours obt St 

H. Haynes Inspect. Genl. 

Capt. James Craig 
Comd. 

Fort Claibourn, 1st November 1814 
Sir: 

Since I have been stationed at this place I find stationary scarce 
you will be so good as send a sufficient supply for the use of this Fort 
in so doing you will oblige your friend. 

James Craig, Capt. Comd. Fort Claibourn 
The Commanding Officer at Fort Montgomery. 

Fort Claibourn, 2nd November 1814 
Sir: 


On the 26th of October I was ordered to tack corn’d of this fort 
finding no Forage matter nor forage and Daily Expresse arives and the 
expectation of General Taylor and other troops I deem it my duty to 
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inform you of the circumstance that you may take such measures as you 
think proper You would do well to appoint a forage master as my stay 

-it this place is uncertain. 

a ^ Yours with respect, etc. 

" ," k James Craig, Comd. 

Fort Claibourn 

* . ' • * • # . . .. ) 

Capt. John T. Wirt 

Asst. D Qr M. Gen’l. 

Fort Claibourn, 2 November 1814 


Whereas it becomes necessary that a boat should be allways in 
readiness at the landing for Publick uses all officers and soldiers sta¬ 
tioned at this place and or citizens in the vicinity are hereby ordered not 
to unmoore or in any wise interupt boats on this sid of the river. 

James Craig, Capt. 


Fort Claiborne Novr the 26th 1814 

Inventory of the Property of Cor. James Jackson Deceasd this day of 
the 2 Reegment of W. T. Mai. 


1 Rifle Gun Shotbag Moles & Wipers- 

which was delivered to John Letherdale which he is accountable for 


1 Tomhawk and Butcher knife Sold for _ 

1 Pint Bottle Sold for- 

1 Pair Socks - 

1 Pair Mittens -- 

1 Pair Panteloons - 

1 Pair Do - 

1 knapsak and Westcoat and Shirt- 

1 Pair Shoes --—--- 

1 Hatt - 

1 Twist Tobaco ——-—--— 

Cash found in his pocket- 


_ .6844 

_ .3714 

_ .1214 

_ .50 

__ .8714 

_ 1.00 

_ .50 

_ .8114 

_ 3114 

__ .25 

__1.06 


$6.50 

We do hereby Certify that the above is a true acount of the property 
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Sold and money found Belonging to Cor. James Jackson of the 2 Regi¬ 
ment of the West Ten. Mai. who deceased at Fort Claiborne on the 
26th Nov. 1814 

James Craig Capt. 

Edmund W. Gee Lt. 

Thomas Nesbett Lt. 

CDeceased) John Stafford on the 5 January 1815 at Fort Claiborne. 
Fort Claiborne December the 18th, 1814 

Inventory of the Property of Hardy Davis Deceased a private in Capt. 
Kmkaids Company of West Ten. Mai. who Deceasd on the 17th Instant 

Cash found in his pockets 

1 Pair Leggins—sold for_ 

2 Pair Shoes Do Do 

1 Pair mittens _ 

1 Tomhawk knife and Belt 

1 Westcoat 1 Pair panteloons and shirt 

1 Knapsack __ 

1 Hatt _ 

1 Great Coat _ 

1 Knife 1 Comb_ 


7.8314 


.—__ $2.37 Vi 

- .31V4 

—_ .75 

-- .12Vi 

-- .5634 

_1.0634 

- .12Vi 

- ,62Vi 

- .8134 

_ .50 


Fort Claiborne Deer 25th 1814 

Reed of Capt James Craig Seven Dollars Eighty three and one forth 
cents Being the full amount of the money found and property sold Be- 
longmg to Hardy Davis Deceasd a private in Capt Kingeaids Compy of 
West T. Mai. which I promise to pay to the said Davids lawful Heirs. 
Witness my Hand the Day and Date above written 


Test 

Thomas Powers 


Jesse Mitchel 
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Fort Claiborne, 27th December 1814 

Capt. James Craig 

4 

Sir: 

In consequence of recant orders from Brig. Gen. Nathan Taylor 
you will be prepared and take up the line of march with your own and 
Capt. Delany’s Company tomorrow morning by Eight O clock for the 
post of Mobile and on your arrival there report your self to General 
Winchester or officer in command you will lose no time in making 
complete preparations to march by the appointed moment and with 
forced marches proceed the nighest practable road which is best calcu¬ 
lated to the destined point in the shortest time possable you will draw 
eight days Rations the meat rations for seven days Mr. Mitchell will 

furnish you on your march one Days march from this place. 

*• 

W. Johnston, Col. 

Comm’d. 

Agreable to the above order took up the line of march on the 28th 
December and arived at the Town of Mobile on the 9th January 1815 
Reported to Gen. Winchester ordered to Camp L. Mandevill to join the 

Regiment 

On the 11th met Robert Killpatrick a artificer in the 3rd Regiment 
of U. S. Infantry which Regt. was ordered to Orleans on the 20 January 

1815. 

Dec. 27th 1814. 

This Day By Mutual Consent Elisha Robertson has aggred to serve the 
Remainder of John Holland tower and is Liable to perform Military 
Duty in said John Holland’s Room and stead for the Reminder of the 
Said Holland Tower Commencing on the 20 of Septr. 1814 and Ending 

on the 20 of March 1815. 


Attest James Craig Capt. 
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Camp L. Manderville January 25th, 1815 
A list of Men that Reed Public Arms 


1 • William Davidson 
2. Peeter Bohanen 
3- Richd. High 

4. James McClenchan 

5. Alen Williams 

6. Ephram Potter 

7. Anguish McCloud 

8. William H. Stennet 

9. Issac Hegler 

10. John Legget 

11. Thomas Power 

12. William Jones 

13. Joseph Gibson 

14. James Tedford 

15. Harvey Giles 

16. Willson Lightfoot 

17. George Steel 

18. Nathan Fortner 

19. Thomas Gee 

20. Malcim McMillen 

21. David Alsip 

22. Jacob Childers 

23. John Wood 

24. James Hendon 

25. Allen Comer 

26. John Biggs 

27. Thomas Leten 

28. John Letherdale 

29. John Hackson 

30. Francis McDonnald 

31. James Lanckford 

32. William Barber 
^3. Jacob Ortner 
-John 

McKenney 

34. James Gouch 

35. Jessy Young 


1 Musket Baynot 

& C. Box 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do - 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 
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36. John Lomicks 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

37. Hugh Lasley 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

38. Redick Bethey 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

39. William Cotton 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

40. John Nesbit 

1 Do 

Do 

Do 

William Mathis 

1 Do 

that Dotty had in uce 


Delivered up the above arms to Capt. Sands at the Town of Mobile in 
Ft. Charlotte 20th, March 1815. 
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DEATH OF LIEUTENANT WILCOX 

Extract a letter from a friend of the late Lieutenant Joseph M. Wilcox, 
who lost his life during the recent Creek war, to General Joseph Wil¬ 
cox, the father of the deceased, dated. 

Fort Claiborne, on the Alabama, January 19, 1814. 

“In the Course of last month straggling parties of the hostile savages 
made frequent incursions down the forks of the Tombigee and Ala¬ 
bama. Lieutenant Wilcox was detailed with twenty men to oppose their 
progress and defend Fort White. Two days after his taking command 
there he went in search of the foe, he fell in with 15 or 20, whom he 
put to flight. 

It being positively asserted to Lieut. Col. Russell, commanding, that 
a body of 4 or 500 were on the river Cahaba, he ordered all the dis¬ 
posable force at this post to hold themselves in readiness to march on 
the first instant for their town. 

Accordingly we marched, and on the 2nd encamped at a place called 
the Cross Roads; at which point we were joined by Lieut. Wilcox and 
his command. On the 4th we re-commenced our march, the third regi¬ 
ment and the militia amounting to 500 men. Agreeably to previous ar¬ 
rangements, Captain Dinkins of our regiment with two boat loads of 
provisions and sixty men, were dispatched up the Alabama, with orders 
to form a junction with us, at or below the town. Expecting to meet 
the boats, and the trail we had to travel precluded, the possibility of 
wagon carriage, we were furnished with only a few pack horses, and 
were ordered to draw rations only to include the 9th, which we were 
obliged to carry on our backs. The wretched guide we had positively 
asserted that he was acquainted with the course, distance and situation 
of the town to be attacked—which he said was only 60 miles distant— 
At the end of four days marching we felt alarmed that we had not 
reached the Cahaba. However, we continued our march until the 10th 
at noon, when we discovered 15 or 20 deserted cabins on a high bluff 
on the Cahaba, as we supposed, for in fact, we did not know where we 
were. This was our situation on the 10th. We had fasted for 24 hours: 
we were 120 instead of 60 miles from any supply, and, we had no ac¬ 
count of Capt. Dinkins or his command. A council of war was convened, 
and it was determined to return to this post as soon as possible, depend- 
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m „„ horse flesh for subsistence. We were very apprehensive for the 
safety of Captain Dinkins: and how to communicate with h 
difficult to advise: Col. Russel, fully aware of the determined resolu 
?™ a„d patriotism of Lieut. Wilcox, proposed to him to take a small 
ranoe and three picked men, and descend the Alabama, with orders o 
Captain Dinkins to return to Fort Claiborne, it being obvrous that he 
Sd no. ascend die river in season. A. diis time we were ignorant o 
he course current or distance, from where we were to the mouth of die 
Cahaba- but judged it to be only 15 miles. Accordingly Lieut. Wilcox 
? red’in his canoe with three at 11 o’clock in the night of the 10th. 
After rowing about 10 miles the canoe upset, and all the ammunition 
o„ weT except a few cartridges which some of the men had in their 
Dockets-’ one musket was lost. Not deterred by this accident, he ng e 
cmoe and proceeded down the river, every moment expecnng .0 
meet Cap. Dinkins and reach the Alabama After rowing HI ^ 
the dav following without intermission, at four o clock P- • y 
„ sS Of m Indian town on tire right bank of the Cahaba. In an im 
stant the whole town was in motion: the number of Indians they es 
mated to be 150. Half an hour after passing the town they found them 

These two fired but missed them. After rowing nine miles down th 
IlZnTthey me. drree canoes, i, being diet. dark ** Wed wrthom 

effect. They continued rowing all that night and J 

twelve o’clock when they halted on the east side of the river tor halt 
mThour! Here l made four equal parts of the scanty allowance he had 
for himself and distributed it among his litde crew_Again h d 

and continued without interruption until four o clock P.M. theizth 
when they met two Indian canoes, having six savages m one a 
in die odier. This was fearful odds indeed. As soon as the ^vag.* d a 

sides. The lieu,, and his men landed twelve or7* *"Tf 
on the west side; intending to wart and pass them “ ^ ^ 

night. At dusk the savages came up u , band defended 

party lay, when they made a furious attack. The 1 wi(h 

themselves with the utmost bravery until they ^ at ° ff theVuten- 
the loss of two of diem killed-but they carried »>* 'heni ,he l,eum 

ant’s canoe He resolved to take to the cane brake until moon light, y 

traveled this dismal swamp until twelve 0’ cl °^ wot t ey ovm ^ 

themselves on the river bank two miles above the spot wher y g 
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the Indians. There they constructed a cane raft, in order to cross the 
river, with an intention to continue on eastwardly direction toward the 
Georgia road, and by that means get home. In crossing the river they 
lost a musket, and their remaining ammunition got wet. They started on 
the morning of the 13th to make the road, but again concluded to make 
a wooden raft and float down the river. This being done, they retired 
into the cane until night. At 3o'clock P.M. one of the men came down 
to the beach and discovered a canoe rowing down the river with ten 
savages. In this critical situation they again resolved to make the Georgia 
road. Accordingly they travelled that night until the morning of the 
14th, and then reached the high lands that border the river bottoms. 
At this time they had been 3 days with scarcely any sustenance. The 
day proving cloudy and having no compass, they again abandoned their 
object and returned to the raft, which they reached at 3 o’clock on the 
15th. As they were preparing to embark on the raft, a canoe hove in 
sight, rowing up the river with eight savages. These landed and sur¬ 
rounded the lieut., his corporal and one man of his own regiment. One 
man of the militia having abandoned him on the appearance of the 
savages upon the 12th. The savages fired and wounded corporal Simp¬ 
son in the knee—not one of the two muskets nor the rifle the lieut. 
carried with him would fire, in consequence of their ammunition having 
been wet: however, they continued defending themselves until their 
gallant leader was shot through the body, and even then, he, though 
mortally wounded, pursued one of the savages into his canoe, knocked 
him down with his rifle and put him overboard into the river. This was 
the last the only survivor saw of his brave lieutenant, for at this juncture 
he crept unperceived into a thick cane brake, expecting every moment 
to share the fate of his lieutenant and his corporal.. 


O Fortune, what a capricious, incomprehensible something thou art! 
how transitory thy favors and how malevolent their distribution! Ten 
minutes more, and the life of my dear, dear, friend would have been 
preserved—an ornament to his profession—the fond and future hope of 
his family—a friend to the distressed, and to society and animating and 
cheerful member! Scarcely was the-tragic scene over when Capt. Din¬ 
kins hove in sight. The savages made off so precipitately as to leave their 
scalping knives and tomahawks behind them. 

What a sad spectacle! Before him lay his gallant friend and brother 
officer weltering in his gore—the brave and faithful corporal beside 
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i • their skulls split with tomahawks. In this condition they lingered 

when the captain closed their eyes forever. 

TW cornses were put on hoard the barge and brought to this 
Their corpses weie p is due to de¬ 

place, where they were interred with all the no 

parted worth and exalted merit. 

Lieut Joseph M. Wilcox, was the son of General Joseph Wilcox, 

, ‘ 
citizen of Manetta, O ia J ates infantry . At the age of 

ed a ieut. m died universally lamented by the 

courage. Such blood was spilt at Thermopylae. 


*National Intelligencer, July 12, 1814. 
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SALE OF LOTS IN THE TOWN OF CLAIBORNE, ALABAMA* 


Date 


1820, Nov. 6 


1820, Nov. 7 


No. Of 

Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 



1 

Thomas Barton 

Montgomery County 

2 

2 

Thomas Barton 

Montgomery County 

9 

3 

Thomas Barton 

Montgomery County 

10 

4 

Thomas Barton 

Montgomery County 

11 

5 

Harrison Young 

Monroe County 

3 

6 

John B. Young 

Monroe County 

13 

7 

Cyprian Webster 

Monroe County 

1 

8 

Cyprian Webster 

Monroe County 

4 

9 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

5 

10 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

6 

11 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

7 

12 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

8 

13 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

12 

14 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

56 

15 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

72 

16 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

22 

17 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

23 

18 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

24 

19 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

34 

20 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

29 

21 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

33 

. 22 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

38 

23 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

39 

24 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

40 

25 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

45 

26 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

76 

27 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

79 

nd Office records, Volume 

1, of the receipts journal and 


being a continuation of the Federal Land Office records of Milledgeville, 
show the sale of the lots as platted "and included in the plan of the town 
which was surveyed under the direction of Gen. John Coffee, by Lawson 
and Henshaw, in 1819. Receipts Numbers 1 to 543, give the purchasers of 
the town lots, their residence and the lot number purchased but this does 
not by any means indicate that these purchasers were ever settled at the 
town of Claiborne. See "Act of Incorporation, town of Claiborne” here fol¬ 
lowing. (This Volume is filed in Ala. Dept. Archives and History) 


Date 
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No. Of 

Residence 

Lot No. 

Receipt Name 



28 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

97 

29 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

16 

30 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

17 

31 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

18 

32 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

27 

33 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

28 

34 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

30 

35 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

49 

36 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

36 

37 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

37 

38 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

46 

39 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

59 

40 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

83 

41 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

65 

42 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

90 

43 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

91 

44 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

92 

45 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

93 

46 

Gordon Robinson 

Monroe County 

43 

47 

Gordon Robinson 

Monroe County 

53 

48 

Jno. Gayle, Jr. 

Monroe County 

70 

49 

Jno. Gayle, Jr. 

Monroe County 

71 

50 

Jno. Gayle, Jr. 

Monroe County 

84 

51 

Jno. Gayle,.Jr. 

Monroe County 

85 

52 

Wm. B. Patton 

Monroe County 

74 

53 

Wm. B. Patton 

Monroe County 

101 

54 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

95 

55 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

77 

56 

George Perdin 

Monroe County 

78 

57 

Nathaniel Allen 

Monroe County 

96 

58 

Newhon M. Rhodes 

Monroe County 

104 

59 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

31 

60 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

32 

61 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

42 

62 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

63 

63 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

105 

64 

Burrell B. Brown 

Monroe County 

106 

65 

William Wingate 

Monroe County 

109 
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No. Of 

Receipt Name 

66 Cyprian Webster 

67 Cyprian Webster 

68 Marlin Wilson 

69 Marlin Wilson 

• 70 Marlin Wilson 

71 Alex Torry 

72 Andrew McCombs 

73 James B. Murrell 

74 Charles L. Mathews 

75 Waller O. Beckly 

76 Waller O. Beckly 

77 Jared E. Grace 

78 Jared E. Grace 
79 Tyre O’Neal 

80 Robert B. Jones 

• 81 Robert B. Jones 

82 Robert B. Jones 

83 Robert B. Jones 

84 James Bell 

85 James Bell 

86 James Bell 

87 Edward Sims 

88 Edward Sims 

89 Edward Sims 

90 Edward Sims 

91 Edward Sims 
■ 92 Edward Sims 

93 Edward Sims 

94 Edward Sims 

95 James McCartney 

96 James McCartney 

97 John W. Lane 

98 John W. Lane 

99 John W. Lane 

100 Richard C. Whack 

101 Ben. H. Young 

102 Fielding Bradford 

103 Ben. Clements 


Residence 

Lot No. 

Monroe County 

14 

Monroe County 

26 

Lawrence County 

60 

Lawrence County 

61 

Lawrence County 

62 

Monroe County 

103 

Monroe County 

108 

Dallas County 

87 

Oglethorpe C. Ga. 

81 

Cahaba 

73 

Cahaba 

82 

Monroe County 

51 

Monroe County 

54 


98 

Jefferson County 

52 

Jefferson County 

88 

Jefferson County 

89 

Jefferson County 

94 

Monroe County 

99 

Monroe County 

100 

Monroe County 

107 

Jefferson County 

20 

Jefferson County 

25 

Jefferson County 

50 

Jefferson County 

55 

Jefferson County 

68 

Jefferson County 

69 

Jefferson County 

75 

Jefferson County 

86 

Madison County 

57 

Madison County 

58 

Limestone County 

15 

Limestone County 

66 

Limestone County 

67 

Monroe County 

35 

Monroe County 

19 

Monroe County 

102 

Tennessee 

21 
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Date No. Of Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 

104 Ben. Clements Tennessee 47 

105 Ben. Clements Tennessee 48 

106 Maria Morris Cahaba 41 

107 Robert Morris Cahaba 64 

108 Samuel Lunday Monroe County 44 

109 James Gay Natches 80 

1820, Nov. 8 110 St. John Naftel Monroe County 110 

111 Andrew Henshaw Monroe County 136 

112 Andrew Henshaw Monroe County 146 

113 James Simpson Monroe County 112 

114 John I. Simpson Monroe County 156 

115 John I. Simpson Monroe County 162 

*116 John Walkins Monroe County 114 

117 John Walkins Monroe County 115 

118 John Walkins Monroe County 129 

119 John Walkins Monroe County 177 

120 John Walkins Monroe County 178 

121 Lavinia Whorlon Monroe County 119 

122 Allen Stalmarsh Monroe County 116 

123 Nathaniel Allen Monroe County 147 

124 Joel Rivers Monroe County 120 

125 John Yancy Monroe County 121 

126 John Yancy Monroe County 154 

127 James Pickens Monroe County 113 

128 Lubbery Mason Monroe County 132 

129 Wm. B. Patton Monroe County 124 

130 Wm. B. Patton Monroe County 142 

131 Wm. B. Patton Monroe County 183 

132 Stephen C. Richard-Monroe County 127 

son 

133 Stephen C. Richard-Monroe County 133 

son 

134 Able Farrorr Monroe County 130 

135 Nancy Wood Monroe County 128 

136 James Gay & Sami. Natches 131 

Lundy 

137 James Gay & Sami. Monroe County 170 

Lundy 
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Date No. Of Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 


138 William Wingate Monroe County 134 

139 William Wingate Monroe County 176 

140 Andrew McCombs Monroe County 135 

141 Benjamin O’Neal Monroe County 145 

142 Elizabeth O'Neal Monroe County 172 

143 Arthur P. Bagby Monroe County 150 

144 Arthur P. Bagby Monroe County 151 

145 James E. Murrell Cahaba 122 

146 James E. Murrell Cahaba 153 

147 Alex Torry *, Monroe County ' 140 

148 James W. Goodman Monroe County 160 

149 James W. Goodman Monroe County 161 

150 James Dillett Monroe County 164 

151 James Dillett Monroe County 165 

152 Dorcus Maloney Monroe County 166 

153 Dorcus Maloney Monroe County 167 

154 Charles L. Mathews Oglethorpe, Ga. 168 

155 William Mcjimsey Cahaba 171 

156 William Mcjimsey Cahaba 180 

157 Brewer & Taylor Monroe County 173 

158 Burrell B. Brewer Monroe County 137 

159 Henry W. Taylor Monroe County 148 

160 Smith Grier Monroe County 179 

161 Arthur Games Monroe County 181 

162 Samuel Fee Monroe County 184 

* 4 

163 Samuel Fee Monroe County 185 

164 Joel Rivers Monroe County 186 

165 Joel Rivers Monroe County 187 

166 William Locklin Monroe County 118 

167 William Locklin Monroe County 125 

168 William Locklin Monroe County 182 

169 James E. Grace Monroe County 188 

170 John B. Carter Monroe County 111 

171 William Bates Monroe County 189 

Nov. 7, 1820 172 Burrell B, Brewer Monroe County 138 

173 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 169 

174 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 152 

175 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 163 
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Date No. Of 

Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 



176 

Bell & Bolles 

Monroe County 

117 

' 177 

Bell & Bolles 

Monroe County 

126 

178 

John W. Lane 

Limestone County 

123 

179 

John W. Lane 

Limestone County 

155 

180 

John W. Lane 

Limestone County 

157 

181 

John W. lane 

Limestone County 

154 

182 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

139 

183 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

149 

184 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

158 

185 

William Peacock 

Montgomery County 

143 

186 

Enoch Parsons 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

144 

187 

Harrison Young 

Monroe County 

141 

Nov. 9, 1820 188 

Sam Lunday 

Monroe County 

234 

189 

Sam Lunday 

Monroe County 

235 

190 

Wingate, Lunday & 

Monroe County 

274 


T aylor 



191 

Wingate, Lunday & 

Monroe County 

275 


Taylor 



192 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

224 

193 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

225 

194 

Andrew Henshaw 

Monroe County 

280 

195 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

191 

197 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

209 

196 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

212 

198 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

213 

199 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

217 

200 

Jared E. Grace 

Monroe County 

254 

201 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

192 

202 

Joel Rivers, snr. 

Monroe County 

193 

203 

John I. Simpson 

Monroe County 

223 

204 

John I. Simpson 

Monroe County 

260 

205 

John I. Simpson 

Monroe County 

288 

206 

John I. Simpson 

Monroe County 

295 

207 

John I. Simpson 

Monroe County 

236 

208 

George W. Owen 

Monroe County 

199 

209 

Patton, Gayle & 

Monroe County 

206 


Owen 



210 

Thomas Redding 

Monroe County 

198 
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Date 


No. Of 

Receipt Name 

Residence 

Lot No. 

211 

Samuel Fee 

Monroe County 

194 

212 

n IT * 1 

Samuel Fee 

Monroe County 

195 

213 

Samuel Fee 

Monroe County 

196 

214 

Samuel Fee 

Monroe County 

197 

215 

Samuel Fee 

Monroe County 

254 

216 

George Fee 

Monroe County 

248 

217 

George Fee 

Monroe County 

284 

218 

George Fee 

Monroe County 

289 

219 

'William Foster 

Cahaba 

200 

*220 

John Walkins 

Monroe County 

201 

221 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

202 

222 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

218 

223 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County , 

219 

224 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

249 

225 

James W. Goodman 

Monroe County 

273 

226 

James Gay 

Natches 

207 

227 

James Gay 

Natches 

237 

228 

James Gay 

Natches 

238 

229 

James Gay 

Natches 

270 

230 

James Gay 

Natches 

285 

231 

John W. Lane 

Limestone County 

208 

232 

James McCartney 

Madison 

210 

233 

James McCartney 

Madison 

265 

234 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

221 

235 

James Dillett 

Monroe County 

214 

236 

James Dillet 

Monroe County 

215 

237 

Nathan Branson 

Clarke County 

222 

238 

Nathan Branson 

Clarke County 

230 

239 

Nathan Branson 

Clarke County 

239 

240 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

226 

241 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

263 

242 

Samuel H. DeWolf 

Monroe County 

228 

243 

Samuel H. DeWolf 

Monroe County 

229 

244 

Bell & DeWolf 

Monroe County 

262 

245 

Henry M. Taylor 

Monroe County 

231 

246 

Henry M. Taylor 

Monroe County 

232 

247 

Henry M. Taylor 

Monroe County 

233 

248 

Henry M. Taylor 

Monroe County 

290 


VOLUME NINETEEN—1957 

. ^ .1 .. ‘in m I i HiimII f> t»i . 

iWnin ‘ i '~'i*'V ' ' 11 1 

No. Of Residence 

Receipt Name 


239 


Lot No. 


249 Henry M. Taylor Monroe County 

250 Henry M. Taylor Monroe County 

251 John Gayle Monroe County 

253 John Gayle Monroe County 

253 John McCaller Monroe County 

254 Dorcus Scull ; Monroe County 

255 John Murphey Monroe County 

256 William 13. Patton Monroe Country-, 

257 William B. Patton Monroe County 

258 William B. Patton Monroe County 

259 Charles L. Mathews Oglethorpe, Ga. 

260 Cyprian Webster Monroe County 

261 Allen Saltmarsh & Monroe County 


291 

292 

240 

241 

242 

244 
250 

- 279 

293 

294 
211 

245 

246 


Peacock 

262 Allen Saltmarsh 

263 Allen Saltmarsh 

264 James Bell & John 
Murphey 

265 James Bell 

266 James Bell 

267 Burrell Brewer 

268 Enoch Parsons 

269 Enoch Parsons 

270 Enoch Parsons 

271 Richard Stephens 

272 Richard Stephens 

273 Richard Stephens 

274 John G. Jeffers 

275 Smith Grier 

276 William W. Gary 

277 William W. Gary 

278 William Balis 

279 William Balis 

280 William Hobs 

281 William Hobs 

282 William Hobs 

283 Richard M. O’Neal 

284 William Wingate 


Cahaba 

247 

Monroe County 

277 

Monroe County 

251 

Monroe County 

203 

Monroe County 

266 


252 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

243 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

216 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

281 

Monroe County 

255 

Monroe County 

268 

Monroe County 

269 

Monroe County 

271 

Monroe County 

272 

Cahaha 

267 

Cahaba 

258 

Monroe County 

190 

Monroe County 

261 

Cahaba 

264 

Cahaba 

276 

Cahaba 

287 

Monroe County 

267 

Monroe County 

278 
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No. Of 

Residence 

Lot No. 

Receipt Name 



285 

John Reed 

Cahaba 

282 

286 

John Reed 

Cahaba 

283 

287 

Henry Hicks 

Gahaba 

286 

288 

John Shackleford 

Monroe County 

220 

289 

John Shackleford 

Monroe County 

227 

290 

Allen Adkins 

Cahaba 

256 

291 

Ben Grumbles 

Cahaba 

253 

10292 

Josiah Thompson 

Monroe County 

296 

293 

Josiah Thompson 

Monroe County 

297 

294 

Josiah Thompson 

Monroe County 

405 

295 

Josiah Thompson 

Monroe County 

447 

296 

Samuel Lunday 

Monroe County 

420 

297 

Samuel Lunday 

Monroe County 

466 

298 

Samuel Lunday 

Monroe County 

467 

299 

Thomas Evans 

Monroe County 

299 

300 

Henry Yancy 

Monroe County 

366 

301 

Barttell Yancy 

Monroe County 

367 

302 

Thomas Yancy 

Monroe County 

368 

303 

James Yancy 

Monroe County 

369 

304 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

410 

305 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

411 

306 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

436 

307 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

457 

308 

Starke Hunter 

Monroe County 

.440 

309 

Starke Hunter 

Monroe County 

441 

310 

Gordon Robinson 

Monroe County 

301 

311 

Gordon Robinson 

Monroe County 

300 

312 

Gordon Robinson 

Monroe County 

416 

313 

William Taylor 

Monroe County 

435 

314 

Cyprian Webster 

Monroe County 

385 

315 

Robert H. Draughan 

Monroe County 

404 

316 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

302 

317 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

303 

318 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

304 

319 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

305 

320 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

306 

321 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

307 

322 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

320 


Date 


' 
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No. Of 

Residence 

Lot No. 

Receipt Name 


t 

323 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

321 

324 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

360 

325 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

361 

326 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

362 

327 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

365 

328 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

412 

329 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

413 

330 

Henry W. Taylor 

Monroe County 

456 

331 

J. Dillette & H. W. 
Taylor 

Monroe County 

* 

425 

332 

Mary Davis 

Monroe County 

379 

333 

Samuel H. DeWolf 

Monroe County 

312 

334 

Samuel H. DeWolf 

Monroe County 

318 

335 

William Peacock 

Autauga County 

313 

336 

Charles L. Mathews 

Oglethorpe, Ga. 

400 

337 

James Dillette 

Monroe County 

314 

338 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

315 

339 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

328 

340 

Edward Sims 

Jefferson County 

341 

’341 

John W. Rives 

Cahaba 

319 

342 

John W. Rives 

Cahaba 

448 

343 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

406 

344 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

408 

345 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

409 

346 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

464 

347 

Joel Rivers, Snr. 

Monroe County 

465 

348 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

322 

349 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

346 

350 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

347 

351 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

349 

352 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

353 

353 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

377 

354 

James Gay 

Natchez, Miss. 

402 

355 

Alexander McKeever Dallas County 

323 

356 

Alexander McKeever Dallas County 

344 

357 

John Eades 

Monroe County 

324 

358 

John Eades 

Monroe County 

325 

359 

John Eades 

Monroe County 

342 
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Date No. Of Residence 

Receipt Name 


360 

Sam 

Fee 

361 

Sam 

Fee 

362 

Sam 

Fee 

363 

Sam 

Fee 

364 

Sam 

Fee 

365 

Sam 

Fee 

366 

Sam 

Fee 

367 

Sam 

Fee 

368 

Sam 

Fee 

369 

Sam 

Fee 

370 

Sam 

Fee 

371 

Sam 

Fee 

372 

Sam 

Fee 

373 

Sam 

Fee 

374 

Sam 

Fee 

375 

Sam 

Fee 

376 

Sam 

Fee 

377 

William Wingate 

378 

John 

Watkins 

379 

The 

Corp of Clai- 


borne 

380 

The 

Corp of Clai- 


borne 


Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 
Monroe County 

Monroe County 


381 The Corp of Clai- Monroe County 
borne 

382 The Corp of Clai-Monroe County 
borne 

383 Alexander Torry Monroe County 

4 James McCartney Madison 

385 James McCartney Madison 

386 James McCartney Madison 

387 D. Grumbles & J. Madison 
McCartney 

388 McKinnie Holden- Cotaco County 
ness 


389 Bell & McCartney Claiborne 

390 Tho. A. Rogers Cahaba 

391 Tho. A. Rogers Cahaba 


Lot No. 


382 

383 

384 

393 

394 

396 

397 

426 

427 

431 

432 

433 

448 

449 

452 

468 

469 
407 
462 

380 

381 

398 

399 

326 

327 
340 

453 
378 

454 

401 

330 

332 
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Date No. Of Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 

392 Tho. A. Rogers Cahaba 334 

393 Tho. A. Rogers Cahaba 336 

394 Tho. A. Rogers Cahaba 363 

395 Jared E. Grace Monroe County 331 

396 Jared E. Grace Monroe County 333 

397 Jared E. Grace Monroe County 335 

398 Jared E. Grace Monroe County 337 

399 Penelope Van Dyke Cahaba 357 

400 Mary Campbele Cahaba 358 

401 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 372 

402 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 373 

403 Enoch Parsons Knoxville, Tenn. 374 

404 Jared E. Grace Monroe County 364 

405 William Bates Monroe County 338 

406 William Bates Monroe County 339 

407 William Bates Monroe County 446 

408 James W. Goodman Monroe County 345 

409 James W. Goodman Monroe County 421 

410 James W. Goodman Monroe County 461 

411 John McKellar Monroe County 348 

412 John McKellar Monroe County 386 

413 Mary Ward Monroe County 343 

414 Daniel Bonds Monroe County 439 

415 William Mcjimsey Cahaba 350 

416 James D. Murrell Cahaba 357 

417 George Fee Monroe County 352 

418 George Fee Monroe County 359 

419 George Fee Monroe County 423 

420 George Fee Monroe County 442 

421 George Fee Monroe County 443 

422 George Fee Monroe County 460 

423 William Stobo Cahaba 354 

424 William Stobo Cahaba 355 

425 William Stobo Cahaba 356 

426 Smith & Grier Monroe County 357 

427 Martha Grier Monroe County 415 

428 Thomas Reddin Monroe County 403 

429 Thomas Reddin Monroe County 451 
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Date No. Of Residence Lot No. 

Receipt Name 


430 

Joseph Mims 

Monroe County 

376 

431 

Joseph Mims 

Monroe County 

392 

432 

f 

James Thompson 

Monroe County 

437 

433 

James Thompson 

Monroe County 

438 

434 

Joseph Mims 

Monroe County 

455 

435 

Ann Daniel 

Monroe County 

463 

436 

Joseph Locke 

Monroe County 

450 

437 

Joseph Mims 

Monroe County 

395 

438 

Joseph Camp 

Cahaba 

387 

439 

Joseph Camp 

Cahaba 

389 

440 

Joseph Camp 

Cahaba 

390 

441 

Joseph Camp 

Cahaba 

391 

442 

James Nesbit 

Cahaba 

388 

443 

Weekly J. Peerman 

Madison 

444 

444 

Weekly J. Peerman 

Madison 

445 

445 

Tho. E. Washington 

Cahaba 

414 

446 

Geo. M. Shirley. 

Monroe County 

425 

447 

Geo. M. Shirley 

Monroe County 

434 

448 

Moses Quales 

Marengo County 

430 

449 

Thomas Welsh 

Cahaba 

428 

450 

Thomas Welsh 

Cahaba 

429 

451 

Ben Grumbles 

Dallas County 

308 

452 

Ben Grumbles 

Dallas County 

309 

453 

Ben Grumbles 

Dallas County 

310 

454 

Ben Grumbles 

Dallas County 

311 

455 

Joseph Graham 

Cahaba 

422 

456 

Wm. L. La Tourrett Cahaba 

417 

457 

Wm. L. La Tourrett Cahaba 

418 

458 

Wm. L. La Tourrett Cahaba 

419 

459 

John Read 

Cahaba 

370 

460 

John Read 

Cahaba 

371 

461 

. Ben Grumbles 

Dallas County 

459 

462 

Cyprian Webster 

Monroe County 

316 

463 

Cyprian Webster 

Monroe County 

317 

464 

Ben S. Smoot 

St. Stephens 

298 

465 

John Hardwick 

Monroe County 

329 

Nov. 11, 1820466 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

19 out 

467 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

18 
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Date No. Of 

Receipt Name 


Residence Lot No. 


468 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

17 

469 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

511 

470 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

510 

471 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

509 

472 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

500 

473 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

471 

474 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

470 

475 

Sam Fee 

Monroe County 

24 out 

476 

Sam Lunday 

Monroe County 

34 

477 

Sam Lunday 

Monroe County 

• 

472 

478 

Sam Lunday 

Monroe County 

473 

479 

William Sikes 

Monroe County 

515 

480 

John C. Godbold 

Monroe County 

502 

481 

Richardson & Monroe County 

Draughan . 

479 

482 

Stephen C. Richard- Monroe County 
son 

518 

483 

Stephen C. Richard- Monroe County 
son 

505 

484 

Stephen C. Richard- Monroe County 
son 

477 

485 

Lazarus Whitehead Monroe County 

476 

486 

James Dillett 

Monroe County 

20 out 

487 

James Dillett 

Monroe County 

28 

488 

Rob H. Draughan 

Monroe County 

488 

489 

Nany Wood 

Monroe County 

478 

490 

Rob. H. Draughan Monroe County 

489 

491 

Webster & Draughan Monroe County 

520 

492 

Webster & Draughan Monroe County 

11 out 

493 

John Watkins 

Monroe County 

6 

494 

Wm. R. Hamilton 

Monroe County 

25 

495 

Susan Wilson 

Monroe County 

480 

496 

Susan Wilson 

Monroe County 

481 

497 

John Yancy 

Monroe County 

482 


498 Alexander McKeever Cahaba 475 & 501 

499 John Yancy Monroe County 504 

500 John Yancy Monroe County 33 out 

501 John Yancy Monroe County 20 
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Date 


No. Of 

Receipt Name 

502 Robert Quarterman 

503 Lenord Moore 

504 James Bell 

505 James Bell 

506 Joseph Thompson 

507 William B. Patton 

508 William B. Patton 

509 William B. Patton 

510 William B. Patton 

511 William B. Patton 

512 William B. Patton 

513 William B. Patton 

514 William B. Patton 

515 William B. Patton 

516 William B. Patton 

517 . Nathaniel Allen 

518 Nathaniel Allen 

519 John J. Simpson 

520 William Peacock 

521 Mathews, Peacock 
& Grace 

522 Enoch Parsons 

523 Enoch Parsons 

524 Enoch Parsons 

525 Enoch Parsons 

526 Jared E. Grace 

527 Laughlin & 
Draughan 

528 William Caldwell 

529 St. John Naff tel 

530 St. John Nafftel 

531 St. John Nafftel 

532 St. John Nafftel 

533 Elizabeth Wingate 

534 George Fee 

535 

536 James McCartney 

537 William Stobo 


Residence 

Lot No. 

Monroe County 

12 

Monroe County 

474 

Monroe County 

484 

Monroe County 

485 

Monroe County 

486 

Monroe County 

492 

Monroe County 

493 

Monroe County 

494 

Monroe County 

595 

Monroe County 

496 

Monroe County 

522 

Monroe County 

523 

Monroe County 

524 

Monroe County 

525 

Monroe County 

526 

Monroe County 

527 

Monroe County 

497 

Monroe County 

487 

Montgomery County 14 out 

Monroe County 

' 506 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

507 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

512 

Knoxville, Tenn. 

519 

Knoxyille, Tenn. 

519 

Monroe County 

513 

Monroe County 

23 

Monroe County 

514 

Monroe County 

490 

Monroe County 

491 

Monroe County 

528 

Monroe County 

529 

Monroe County 

516 

Monroe County 

498 

Monroe County 

499 

Madison 

503 

Cahaba 

517 
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Date No. Of Residence Lot 

Receipt Name 

538 Wingate, Bell & 

Naff tel Monroe County 

539 H. W. Taylor 

540 Weekly J. Peerman Madison County 

541 John Gayle, Jr. Monroe County 

542 Alexander Pope Cahaba 

543 Geo. W. Owen Monroe County 


^Obviously some Sur-Names are in error—John Walkins, should be 
kins”—possibly others. —Ed. 
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No. 


15 

483 

520 

13 

518 

1 out 


“Wat- 
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CHAPTER LIII. 

An Act to Incorporate the Town of Claiborne.*—Passed 
December 20, 1820. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Alabama, in general as¬ 
sembly convened, That the town of Claiborne, in the 
county of Monroe, be, and the same is hereby incor¬ 
porated, and all that tract of land included in the plan 
of said town, by the general government, be, and the 
same is hereby declared to be within the limits of the 
same, in conformity to said plan. 

Commission- SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That James 

ers to approve Simpson, Benjamin Evans, and James Dellet, Jr., be 
securities of appointed commissioners to approve of securities re¬ 
officers. quired to be given by the officers appointed under, and 

by virtue of this act. 


Limits of 
corporation. 


*An Act on this subject, passed in 1819, was repealed in June, 1821. 
From Toulmin’s Digest, pp. 828-830. 

See Map inlaid at back. 
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william W. Bibb Governor of the Alabama Territory and Com- 
m^erin cblef of the Militia thereof. To all who Shall see 

these presents Greeting 

Know Ye that reposing special confidence and trust in the 
patriotism, fidelity valor and abilities of G. W. Creagh I do appomt him 
Lieutenant 

„f a volunteer company of infantry under the name of “Jackson Blues” 
in the 15 Regt of Militia. 

He is therefore carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of 

“ nl “ft 

he shall receive from the Governor for the time g 
officer set over him according to the rules and discipline ^ War-Tins 
Commission to continue in force during the pleasure of the Governor 

c __ i.l*A 

Given under my hand & the Seal of the Ter¬ 
ritory at the Town of Claiborne the 22 day 

of April 1818. 


for the time being 


Alabama 
Executive Office 


(Signed) Wm W Bibb 


x 

(Manuscript “seal” on 
impressed tab of pa¬ 
per) 


Alabama Territory ) 
Clark County ) 


Personally approved before me David Taylor, 
nark Ununtv J a magistrate for said county and Temtory 
aforesaid G^W. Creagh, who took the oath to support the Constitution 

of theU. s! also to dfmean himself well and “WfM* 
to execute the duties of his office, to the best of his ability 

r'fiioned'l G. W. Creagh 


Sworn to before me at 
Jackson 4th May 1818 

David Taylor ss 


Copy of commission in private hands 
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EARLY HISTORY OF MONROE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

By THOMAS M. OWEN 

Mississippi Territory was created by Act of Congress, April 7, 1798, 
and on March 1, 1817, an Enabling Act was passed for the admission 
of the Western part (Mississippi) as a State. During the existence of 
the Territory seven counties were created in the Alabama portion as 
follows, viz: 

Washington, by proclamation, June 4, 1800; 

Madison, by proclamation, Dec. 13, 1808; 

Baldwin, by Legislative Act, Dec. 21, 1809; 

Clarke, by Legislative Act, Dec. 10, 1812; 

Mobile, by proclamation, Aug. 1, 1812; 

Monroe, by proclamation, June 29, 1815,; and 

Montgomery, by Legislative Act, Dec. 6, 1816. 

With these seven counties, Alabama Territory was created by Act 
of Congress March 3, 1817, this act to be in force on Aug. 15, 1817, 
the date of adoption of the Constitution of Mississippi. 

Monroe County embraced all the lands ceded by the Creeks, Aug. 
9, 1814. At the date of the proclamation the settled part lay along the 
east side of the Alabama river. All the rest was an unknown and unde¬ 
fined region. On Dec. 9, 1815, the Legislature named Fort Claiborne as 
the place for holding courts. Terms for the Superior and County Courts 
were provided. The large influx of settlers in the upper section of the 
county in the vicinity of Fort Jackson, caused the establishment of Mont¬ 
gomery County a little more than a year later. At the same time these 
counties were allowed one member each in the house of Representatives; 
but as this was the last session of the Mississippi Territorial Legislature, 
neither county was ever represented in that body. 

I. "A PROCLAMATION. 1 

“Whereas, By a treaty entered into by Major Gen’l Andrew Jack- 
son, on the part of the United States, with the Chiefs, Deputies and 
Warriors of the Creek Nation on the 9th day August, 1814, the title 
of the said Creek Nation has been extinguished to a certain tract of 
Country lying within this Territory. And Whereas it is essential to the 
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suSla ? :l°to P u„t, cwi ° yfficers 

thereof should be extended over the said tract o o ry 

"Therefore, Know Ye, That by virtue of the powersin me vested 

1S Governor of the Mississippi Territory, I do hereby erect 
, rv.nnrrv 2 to which the Indian title was extinguished by the y 
c Tito a County and do hereby order and declare that die sard 

a r un« Shan be called and known by the name of Monroe, and I do 

ST dire, the Laws of the 

nances and Acts of Congress relative thereto, are in 

said County. 

"And Moreover 1 do enjoin the *£ “^thT it 

Mnnrne to be obedient to the laws, and to respect tne g 
beeiTsecured ,0 the Creek Nation of Indians by the treaty aforesaid, 

"In Testimony Whereof, I have caused the seal of the|Missiadppi 
Territory to he hereunto affixed, and signed die same with my hand. 

(L.S.) 

Done at the Town of Washington, 3 the twenty-ninth day of June 

A D. one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and m t e t ir y n 

year of the Independence of the United States of Amerx 

David Holmes. 


l So far as is known this Prociamatio^has^ never 0 r in 

not contained eit ^ ^ ^ urner J latter expressly refers to his effort 

Toulmin’s Laws of Alabama (1823). of officials, is 

and failure to secure a transcript. This copy, w 
from the manuscript collections of the edi or. 

s “It originally embraced the lands ceded by the ridge dividing the 

Fort Jackson; that is to say, all the count^ east of ^e r d^e d ^ 
waters of the Alabama and Cahaba from the Tombigee mi l ^ ^ ^ 
loosa rivers; South of the mountains o ^011 ^ West o( the Coosa and 

present Southern boundary line ’ below Eufaula; or nearly 

the line Southwest "-Brewer’s Alabama, p. 433. He states 

half of the present area of the St . Qf the treaty of ces- 

the date of the proclamation erroneously. For 120-122. 

sion at Fort Jackson, see U. S. Stat. at Large, Vol. vu, PP- 

•This was the Territory capital, situated six miles east of Natchez. 
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II. "NAMES OF THE PERSONS APPOINTED TO OFFICE 
WITHIN THE MISS. TY. IN THE SIX MONTHS 

ENDING 31st DEC., 1815.” 


For Monroe County 


George Fisher, 4 Sheriff. 
John H. McConnell, 
Wm. K. Ross, 


Elijah Lumsden, 

Wm. Bates, 

David Files. 5 
Theophilus Powell, 

John G. Haydon, 

Isaac Ross, 6 
Lewis Sanders, 

Wm. Stewart, 

Joseph Carter, 

Jno. Canterbury, 

John Mahon, 

Henry S. Rivers. 

Abel Farrer, 7 Clerk of the County Court. • 
Sam’l Dale, Collector of Taxes. 

Wm. Shober, Coroner. 

Sam. Waddy, 

Wm. Johnson, 


> Justices of the Quorum. 


j 


y Justices of the peace. 


j 



Constables. 


Sam'l Dale, Lt. Col. of 20th Regt., Miss. Ty. Militia. 


4 See Foot Note 21 to Miss Welsh’s paper on St. Stephens, infra. 

'David Files was an early settler, his sister, Sarah, being the wife of Capt. 
Evan Austill and the mother of Jeremiah Austin, one of the heroes of the 
“Canoe Fight.” He was at one time a quartermaster in the army; and was 
commissioned first U. S. Marshall in Ala., May 13, 1820, in which year he 
died. 

6 Issac was the son of John and Temperance (Ferrill) Ross, of Martin and 
Franklin Counties, N. C., and a brother of Jack Ferrill Ross, Territorial 
Treasurer of Alabama. 

7 See reference to him in the sketch of the town of Jackson, appended to 
Justus Wyman’s paper, supra. 

Transactions of the Alabama Historical Society 1898-99, Vol. HI, pp. 159*161. 
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THE OFFICIALS OF MONROE COUNTY 
WHILE THE COURT HOUSE WAS AT 

CLAIBORNE* 


WHEN COMMISSIONED 

CORONOR 

Aug. 4, 1818 

Nicholas T. Horton 


SURVEYOR 

Feb. 23, 1819 

James Binson 


CONSTABLE 

Feb. 23, 1819 

Nov. 24, 1819 

Feb. 23, 1819 

Feb. 23, 1819 

Mar. 17, 1818 

April 28, 1818 

Feb. 23, 1819 

No date 

Aug. 12, 1818 

Dec. 3, 1818 

Dec. 3, 1818 

Dec. 3, 1818 

May 24, 1819 

Levin Rogers 

Jesse Rice 

John Hare, Snr. 

John H. Graham 

Hugh Wooland 

Nathan Coker 

John B. Crump 

Joel T. Rivers 

John Gilmour, Junr. 

Allen Jones 

William Walker 

John Murphy 

William Judge 

WHEN COMMISSIONED 

JUSTICE OF QUORUM 

Feb. 27, 1818 

Feb. 27, 1818 

Feb. 27, 1818 

Dec. 2, 1818 

James Dillet 

Wingate 

Elijah Lunsden 

William McConico 

4 


COLLECTOR 

Mar. 30, 1819 

Mar. 30, 1819 

Jesse Mayberry 

ASSESSOR 

Charles Crawford 


TREASURER 

Aug. 4, 1818 

James Simpson 
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AUCTIONEER 

Mar. 30, 1820 

Norborne E. Chandler 

Mar. 30, 1820 

Gordon Robinson 

Nov. 23, 1820 

Cyprian Webster 


SHERIFF 

Oct. 28, 1819 

Yancy 

Sept. 10, 1822 

James Godbold 

Aug. 24, 1825 

Jesse C. Farrar 

Sept. 7, 1825 

Benjamin Hunt 

Sept. 7, 1825 

George L. Medlock 

WHEN COMMISSIONED 

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 

Oct. 28, 1819 

Abel Farrar 

Aug. 25, 1823 

Samuel McColl 

Sept. 7, 1831 

Samuel McColl 


JUDGE OF COUNTY COURT 

Mar. 16, 1818 

Reuben Hill 

Jan. 14, 1821 

Nathaniel Dodson 

Jan. 11, 1823 

Nathaniel Dodson 

Dec. 18, 1824 

William B. Patton 

Nov. 28, 1826 

Henry W. Taylor 

Jan. 20, 1832 

Benjamine F. Porter 

■ 

CLERK OF COUNTY COURT 

Oct. 28, 1819 

Harrison Young 

Aug. 25, 1823 

Nicholas Parker 

Sept. 1, 1824 

James H. Draughan 

Aug. 23, 1826 

James H. Draughan 

Aug. 25, 1830 

James H. Draughan 


*See Alabama Commission Register in Department of Archives and History. 
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POSTMASTERS AT CLAIBORNE, 1817 TO DATE* 


Date 

Postmaster 

1817 

Andrew Mitchell 

1820 

John Watkins 

1822 

John Watkins — 

1823 

John Watkins 

1825 

John Bonner 

1827 

Samuel McColl 

1829 

Samuel McColl 

1831 

Ezra Hill _ 

1833 

Ezra Hill 


H. H. B. Hays 

1835 

H. H. B. Hays 


1837 

1839 

1841 

1843 

1845 

1847 

1849 

1851 


Richard Stephens-— 

Richard Stevens- 

Richard Stevens — 

Richard Stevens- 

Jno. N. McClure- 

Charles H. Foster to 31st July 

Joseph Agee- 

Jos. Agee 2 qrs. —- 

S. C. Dumas 1 qr.- 

Norfleet Goodwin- 


Salary 

._$ 20.76 
262.79 
__ 496.77 
__ 349.25 
__ 237.34 
__ 279.36 
__ 124.72 
270.95 
143.23 
63.09 
___ 68.49 
___ 352.43 
___ 297.40 
255.61 

_ 453.95 

___ 218.76 

_ 19.46 

__167.39 

__ 71.87 

__ 49.47 

_160.96 


1853 ■ 

i nrr 

Robert D. Thompson - 

■** L_ 1 

1855 

u. i noiiipboii 

119.98 

1857 

1 o r“A 

K. D . 1 nompson d - 

mil T-J 1*1 rr fY Q | f~\ T* _ - -—- 

_ 46.40 

1859 

Charles miggs i qn - 

_ 42.27 


Jt\, u. i nompson qi* 

- 

1861 

i\. U. i nompson - 

—- 

1861 

i\, u. 1 nompson - 

nr 1 T> T Tr-kll fn A/Tmr -11 of ^ mOQ 

_ 74.48 

1 n/o 

1, K. Hall to may msi j mub. 

T D Wall - 

— 

1863 

1 oz c 

1 ♦ I\t A l&l-l 

T D T-Tnll 

—--- 

1865 

1867 

A • li ♦ A A ail -• 

n XK1 Harr 

--- 

K. W. oarr - 

TV 7 i.1* n -|-k W/m r\n|TV^ on . 

190.00 

1869 

1 0^7 1 

INatnan reiDcunaii -— 

_ 74.00 

1871 

J. W . -- 

__ 74.00 

1873 

J onn l nomas 

66.75 

1875 

1877 

j onn l names 

A. Shiff_ 

_145.13 
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1879 Anthony Shiff_129.00 

1881 Anthony Shiff_102.20 

1883 A. Shiff __-_158.48 

1885 Anthony Shiff —-199.03 

1887 A. Shiff __ 223.32 

1889 A. Shiff_ 211.30 

1891 A. Shiff __— 247.61 

1893 A. Shiff_ 254.21 

1895 A. Shiff_ 245.78 

1897 A. Shiff___—- 260.14 

1899 A. Shiff_-_199.45 

1901 George A. Tuthill_132.96 

1903 George A. Tuthill___161.46 

1905-1919 George A. Tuthill___—— 155.94 

1919-1922 E. P. Deer 
1922-Date William E. Deer 

*From United States Official Registers. 
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II |M pi §!S 


Folded letter, dated 1825, from Park and Bwrfee, commission merchants 
at Claiborne, addressed to Dr. John Watkins, at Burnt Com. The in¬ 
terest here is that Dr. Watkins was Postmaster at this ’ time, March 7, at 
Claiborne and as such had a *' Tree " postage frank. Six months later the 

Doctor was Postmaster at Burnt Corn . 
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Gen . LaFayette and his party arrived at Claiborne early in April, 1825, 
on his way through the State of Alabama in route to New Orleans , The 
General was entertained by a large concourse of people . While in the 
town he held a convocation in the Masonic Lodge recently erected there. 
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LA FAYETTE'S VISIT TO CLAIBORNE 

The correspondence of the Committee on Arrangements for the 
entertainment of General LaFayette, who was on his tour through the 
Southern States, March 21 to May 1825. 

(The very interesting mass of Dellet correspondence and papers 
was stored in the attic of the old mansion at Claiborne over a long period 
of years. Included in one of the boxes was a small package of folded 
notes, carefully tied together, and marked “LaFayette reception papers.” 
Set out in the paragraphs following are varbatim copies of these notes 

just as they appeared in this parcel. Ed.) 


General Lafayette 

Sir. 


The citizens of the County of Monroe and Town of Claiborne, 
having participated in common with the American people, in the un¬ 
feigned gladness of heart imparted by the certain information of your 
arrival in the United States, desire me to say to you, that it will afford 
them a gratification which they anticipate with the most greatful feel¬ 
ings if you can make it convenient to touch at Claiborne, on your pas¬ 
sage from Montgomery to Mobile, and afford them the pleasure of your 
company for such time, as you can spare under the arrangements of 

your western tour. 

I am with very great respect 
Your obt. 

James Dellet 

Chairman of the committee of 
arrangements. 

Claiborne— 

21st March 1825 
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Masonic Lodge, now located at Perdue Hill, was formerly at Claiborne, 
and here Gen. LaFayette, in 1825, met with the Masons in South Ala¬ 
bama. This building was moved out of Claiborne some time around the 
turn of the century. It is now used as a community house and is in 
excellent preservation. 


At a meeting of the comtee. of arrangements for the reception Genl 
La Fayette at Mr. Draughons office Thursday evening 16 March all 
present 

(Dillett 
(Bagby 
(Moore 
(McConnico 
(Hayes 
(Draughon 
(Smith 
(Chandler 

On motion of Mr. Bagby it was resoled that the number of this com¬ 
mittee be increased to 24 and on nomination the following gentlemen 
were unanimiously elected to complete the number 


James Dillet Esq was called to the chair & 
N. E. Chandler appointed Secretary 


Col T. Moore 1 
Judge C. Tait 2 


Col John Murphy 11 

Wm. Henderson 10—James Wade 
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John Dunnston 3 
Revd. J. Rivers 4 
Charles O. Foster 5—D. Godbold 

John M. Burke 6 

Wm. B. Patton 7—L McCall 

James Simpson 


James W. Goodman IF 

Geo. W. Owen 12 
Thos. Wiggins 13 
John Bonner 14 
John Watkins 15 
Geo Bowie 16 


-J. C. Farrier 


j 

A tender of Mr. Henderson's carriage and servants for the convenience 
of the Genl. from the Landing to his Lodgings was accepted. 


Mess Draughon Smith & Hays were appointed hy the chair with the 
addition of Judge Tait & Doct. Bonner were appomtedj sulvc ^ ^ 

tee to report what preparations are necessary i entertain- 

Genl. at the Landing-His conveyance to^ is o gmgs 
ment &c generally & report evening at 7 o clock. 


I, was on motion resolved that the Intendant &^T^ete^ng 

Claiborne be invited by W 

•Vip necessary attentions to GenL. Larayette oi o 

i i j .h.i chairman he appointed to deliver 
It was unanimously resolved that the chairman oe PF . 

to Genl. Lafayette on his arrival a suitable oration. J 
tomorrow evening at 7 o clock. 


Genl. S. Dale 


) 
) 
) 

H. M. Oberry Esq. ) 

) 


Are added in addition to the committee ap¬ 
pointed on last evening to make preparations 
fox the reception of Genl. LaFayette-on his 
tour through the Southern Country. 


a i 


:Vft. 
/f 

•m 




I 


! i;'j 


U 


i' 1 ! (V 

Hi A 


;nr\: 

iir 


Hi 


Hr? 

•im 


•Hi 


M 

;’ii 


• ; s 

1 


It beine moved and seconded was resolved that a committee of three be 

appointed from the town Council to cooperate wun i 

in^directing the order of arrangements for the reception of Genl. La 

Fayette. Wherefore the 

Intendant C. A. Foster 
Wm. Henderson & 

John Parks 

were appointed by the chair. 


It was resolved that the chairman & Intendent of the jo™ Omndl 
communicate with the executive as early as practcable mvttmg Genl. 

La Fayette to visit us. 
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A report from the sub committee appointed last evening being read, a 
motion was made that the report be recommitted to the sub committee 
appointed from the Council to report tomorrow in the recess of the 
Court for dinner. 

Adjourned till tomorrow in the recess of the Court. 


Gentlemen, 

You will be pleased to communicate, to the committee of arrange¬ 
ments for the reception of General LaFayette, at Claiborne, the earliest 
information in your power as to the time the general will arrive at that 
town; should no opportunity offer on which you can rely, you will 
despatch an express with the necessary information. 

Permit me to observe, it would add much to the gratification of our 
citizens, could the reception of that distinguished and early friend of 
our fathers take place about the middle of the day:—All ages sexes and 
conditions of people, are anxious to see that veteran, whose youthful 
virtues won so sublime a page in the history of man, and so eminently 
contributed to establish for them, a government of reason morality and 
law. 


You will be pleased to communicate to the General the invitation 
of the citizens of the County of Monroe herewith handed you. With 
much respect and esteem. 

Your O.B.S. 

James Dellet 

Chairman of the committee of 
21st March 1825— arrangements— 


heroes of 76 residing near Claiborn 

Patton 

James Mcorcle 
Hamilton 
Griffin 

Burntcom-Wyat Collins 
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Montgomery, Apr 1st 1825 

Gentlemen: 

I have now the satisfaction of informing you that our long expected 
guest crossed Chattahooche yesterday will be here tomorrow & descen 
next morning (Sunday) and he in Cahaba Monday. Depart Tuesday 
and he in Claiborne to dine Wednesday early and depart the same eve 
ning for Mobile, reach there Thursday evening &c. 

Our preparations are such as I trust will at least shew the guest 
out good. will. 

Please promulgate this notice as extensively as conveniently practi- 
cable. 

Our friends civil and military on escort duty were all well and in 
good spirits. 

Yours truly 
Israel Pickens 


We will announce by firing &c. 

At a meeting of the Committee of arrangements appointed by the Gen¬ 
eral commitfee to carry into effect the resolutions entered into for the 
reception of Genl. La Fayette beg leave to report that they have made 

the following arrangements 

Resolved that Jas. Wade & Edwd. Smith be a committee to repair and 
put into complete order the road leading to the lower Landing- 

Resolved drat Jno. B. Hover be appointed to furnish a ; 

hundred persons and that he be paid for the same Two Hundred & 

fifty dolls— 

Resolved that a bower be built Eighty eight fee. long and fiteen wide 
to he covered with plank & that the collation be provided U " d “* 
bower-That a platform be built in front of Mr. Robinsons House & 
inclosed with a railing. That die house of Mr. R. be propedy-ctand- 
cleared & furnished in good style for the reception of Genl. La Fayette 
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& suit—That the upper rooms of said house be furnished for the Gover¬ 
nor & suit— 

Resolved that Messrs. McGile & Hopewell be allowed thirty dollars for 
putting up and completing the arbour—building the platform & cleaning 
the house as before mentioned. 

Resolved that Mr. Jno. Parks be appointed to superintend the making 
& completing the arbour—building the platform &c &c—and that he be 
authorized to procure lumber for that purpose— 

Resolved that the collation be furnished on this occasion consist of arti¬ 
cles contained in the bill rendered— 

Resolved that the procession to be formed on the arrival of Genl. La 
Fayette as follows 

Monroe Cavalry 
1st Military Officers 

2—Genl. La Fayette & Suit 

3 Committee 

4 Visitors &c 

5 Citizens & Strangers 

A bill of fare to be furnished by J. B. Hover on the arrival of Genl. 

♦ 

La Fayette at this place 

4 

6 Hams 

8 Roast Turkeys 
6 Roast Pigs 
24 Fowls 
12 Ducks 

6 Dishes Roast Beef 
8 Dishes Mutton & Kid 
with the necessary trimmings 
Vegetables in proportion 
Pastry &c &c 
Coffee at knight & 

Breakfast if required 
& suitable number of servants 
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statement of expenses ineo.ted by the LaFayette Committee on anange- 
ments for his reception at Claibom Viz 

Amount of contract with John B. Hover for 
furnishing of dinner and Ball- * 

Amount of C. O. Foster’s hill of liquors, ^ 

powders &c - 

Amount of Caldwell’s bill for fitting up the 

Court House - ' 

.ax, • • 10.00 

Amt paid Musicians--- 

Amt Parks & Burks’ bill of expenses __- 12,00 

Total Expenses- $431.46 

From which deduct amt received from sale of ^ ^ 

Ball tickets, say--^_ 

Bal due Committee of Arrangements -4238.- 

8 — 

Amt Printing Omitted- - 

$246.- 


To be contributed by the La Fayette 
Genl. Committee, to-wit— 

From—A. P. Bagby - 

J. W. Moore- 

W. W. McConnico- 

H. H. B. Hays —- 

J. H. Draughan - 

Edwd. Smith- 

James Dillet - 

N. E. Chandler - 

Charles Tait - 


9.25 

9.25 

9.25 

9.25 

9.25 Paid 
9.25 Paid 
9.25 Paid 
9.25 
9.25 
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Jno. M. Burke_____:__ 9.25 Paid 

James Sampson_________ 9.25 

John Murphy __ 9.25 

Wm. Henderson ___ __ 9.25 Paid 


$120.25 

t 

_$ 120.25 
_ 9.25 

_ 9.25 

9.25 paid 

9.25 paid to Bonner 

9.25 paid 

9.25 

9.25 paid 

9.25 
_ 9.25 

._ 9.25 

_ 9.25 , 

9.25 paid 

9.25 

9.25 


$249.75 


J. H. Draughon—Thompson _ 

Farrar_ 

Chandler _ 

Abney _ 

Cash L. C. H. 
for 

Dale - 

J. H. D. for self 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 n paid 


Amt Brot up _ 

J. W. Goodman _ 

Thomas Wiggins __ 

John Bonner _ 

John Watkins __ 

lames Wade _ 

Jesse C. Farrar_ 

John Parks _ 

W. B. Patton_ 

C. O. Foster _ 

Sami. McColl_ 

James D. Godbold __ 

Wm. C. Cooledge_ 

H. N. Allen__ 

G. W. Owen__ 


9-$45 
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R. D. Wiggins sold 4 tickets of which ]. H. D. received of him pay 

foi 2-$10 - nn . 

McCall for 1-5- ' 


Dollars not collected 


60.00 

5.00 

55.00 


43134 

246.83 


Tno. B. Horen -300 

C. O. Foster- 73—4614 

Caldwell’s bill-35- 

Miscellan _ 1°-P aid 

Mr. Parks bill-— **714 

431.34 

192.50 


184.51 


C. A. Foster 
Gale ticket _ 


Printing-- 


238.84 

8 paid 

246.84 


185.12 
27 

212.12 

16.37 

459.34 

-404.62 

24.72 

228.47 


192.50 


212.12 


404.62 


Foster- 

J. B. Horer 


_ 73-4614 
5 

68.4614 


_ 68.4614 

_167.50 

235.7614 

212.1214 

23.84 
35- 

58.84 
12.8714 

71.7114 


J. H. Draughon 


-T. Simpson 

Farrar - 

Chandler _ 
Aberry — 
C arhat) - 
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for ) 

Dale-- 1 unpaid 

J. H. D. for self__1 


9—$45 

R. D. Wiggins sold 4 Tickets of which 


J. H. D. received of him pay for 2___$10 

McCall “ 1 ____ 5 15 


1W 'm ) 


Dales not credited 


$60.00 

5.00 



55.00 

80 


C. A. Foster--- 68.46^ due 68.4614 

Jno. B. Horen __ 

Jno. B. Horen___$300 

pd by Draughon_$62.50 

Advanced _ 70 132.50 


167.50 

Paid by Allen__ 42.63— 

-124.461/2 


192.93 

Caldwell__ 35 


227.93 

212.12M 


15.8m 

246.83 

185.123S 


71 . 7 m 
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The Sub Committee appointed by the Genl. Committee to determine on 
the manner in which Genl. La Fayette shall be received and entertained 
at Claiborne beg leave respectfully to recommend — 

That the General Committee members of the Corporation with such 
number of the Citizens as think proper attend at the Landing below 
Town to receive him on his arrival and that an appropriate address be 
delivered on the occasion.— 

That a suitable House be obtained and furnished for the accommoda¬ 
tion of himself and suit, to which he shall be conducted on his arrival.— 
That should the General arrive in the forenoon a eolation be prepared 
at his apartment 

That a Ball be given in honor of the occasion and that the court House 
be prepared for that purpose 

That on his departure he be attended to the Steam Road by the General 
Committee members of the Corporation &c after the manner of his re¬ 
ception— 

The Sub Committee to whom was committed the foregoing report of 
the same Committee beg leave to report the same without amendment 
and in addition thereto respectfully report that they have understood 
that some doubt exists on the subject of Capt. Jno. W. Moore’s Troop 
(or rather the quota to be furnished from his Troop) going on to join 
in the . Escort contemplated by the Executive a circumstance which they 
regret very much, inasmuch as their not going on might result in great 
embarrassment to His Excellency the Govr. in his arrangements for the 
reception of Genl. La Fayette—Your Sub Committee therefore, respect¬ 
fully recommend that the General Committee by a public expression of 
their opinion and wishes otherwise use their influence in getting the 
number of said Troop to go on which were calculated on by His Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor. 

Your Sub Committee further respectfully recommend that Genl. La 
Fayette be invited to visit us not through the Governor as proposed in 
the deliberations of the General Committee last Evening but by Special 
Invitation to be conveyed to him by one or more of our citizens appointed 
for that purpose.— 

J. H. Draughan, Chairman 
19th March 1825 
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Dr. Sir 

Will you be pleased to forward to me by mail the balance of the 
amount due the Committee of arrangements for the reception of Gen. 
La Fayette at Claiborne-The balance is sixty one 70% Dollars 


24th April 1826 


Very Respectfully 

James Dellet Ch of the 

Committee of Arrangements 
at Claiborne 


Advanced Hover 


Edward Smith 
John Parks _ 

Allen___ 

Cooledge _ 

Henderson_ 

Wade _ 

Dellet __ 


—$ 10.00 
— 10.00 

-- 10.00 

— 10.00 

— 10.00 

„ 10.00 

__ 10.00 


$ 70.00 

Paid by--- 62.50 


132.50 


9.25 
9.25 
9.25 
9.25 

Credited on Parks Burke bill of $-12.87% leaving a balance due of $3.62% 

300 

132.50 


James Draughn 
John Bonner _ 
John Watkins 
John M. Burke 


167.50 



















VOLUME NINETEEN—1957 



271 


Montgomery 3rd April 1825 


To the Citizens of Claibourn 


Dear Friends 


I am this moment authorized by the Governor to say to you that 
Genl La Fayette will attend a ball at Claibourn on next Wednesday take 
Supper and depart before 12 o’clock the same night-But cannot dine m 

vour town. 

✓ 

-I am very respectfully 
Your obdt 

J. B. Chambers 


Dr. Sir 

In conformity to the enclosed lesoltuion of the Committee appoint¬ 
ed by you. to make arrangements for the reception of Gen La Fayette 
at Claiborne; you will please forward my mail to me at this place the 
sum of two hundred and fifty six dollars 83/100 cents the balance due 
for disbursements made by said Committee in carrying into effect the 

object of their appointment 


I have the honor to remain with much respect 
Your obdt 

James Dellet 

Chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements of Claiborne 


Claiborne 13th May 1825 
His Excellency 
Israel Pickens— 
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Jas Dellet Esq. Chairman 
Sir 

* * 

Your communication of this date has been laid before the council, 
and they are ready to join your committee to make arrangements for the 
reception of Genl. La Fayette, you will please inform us of the Hmp and 
place of meeting & much oblige 

Your Obdt Servt 

Chas. O. Foster 
Intendent 


Cash received from the sale of 6 ball tickets 

at 5 each is-----$ 30.00 

do from young Bethea_ 2.50 


Mv own ticket J. M. Dellett’s 


32.50 

_ 10.00 

■ . . 

. . '■>' , * 

42.50 

Paid Hover 

... 2.50 


Printer 

8.00 


Music ... 

— 10.00 


s 

20.50 

* 


Also Me Coil’s Ticket reed by Draughon 


__ 5.00 



47.50 


A. P. Bagby 
John W. Moore 
W. W. McConnico 
H. H. B. Hays 
James H, Draughon 
Edward Smith 
James Dellet 
N. C. Chandler 


Thos. Wiggins 
John Brown 
John Watkins 
James Wade 
Jno. C. Farrar 
John Parks 
W. B. Patton 
C. O. Foster 
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_ Sami. Me Coll 

Charles Tait James D. Godbold 

John M. Burke Wm. C. Cook Jr. 

James Simpson Henry N. Allen 

John Murphy G. W. Owen 

Wm. Henderson 

James W. Goodman 11- 18- 

Committee met Saturday Evening 19th March 1825 


When called to order Mr. Draughon from the Sub & Joint Committee 
with the Council of the Town reported 


and the report being read was concurred in with the exception to that 
part relating to the Monroe Troop of Cavalry 

It was unanimously resolved that Cols. Murphy & Dale be deputed to 
wait on Genl. LaFayette at a period as early as possible after his arrival 
in this State and solicit in behalf of the citizens of this County a visit 
to this place on his route to Mobile. 

Sub Comtee. Discharged 


John Parks, Edward Smith, James Wade, N. E. Chandler, W. C. Coo- 
ledge, H. N. Allen, & Wm. Henderson a committee to carry into effect 
the proposed means and operations of the Sub Committee 


Managers for the Ball 

1 A. P. Bagby 

2 John Bonner 

3 Wm. B. Patton 

4 John Derrington 


John W. Moore 5 
Wm. C. Coolidge 6 
H. H. B. Hays 7 
John Watkins 8 


Military Genl. attending in uniform to be invited to join 


Tickets _ 

Draughon _51 

of which deld 

Mr. Allen_20 

Mr. Wiggins __10 


$35 
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Kept 

.21 




51 



Draughon returned 

16 tickets 

Draughon sold Abney 

_3 

Farrar 

_ 1 pd Draughon 

Chandler cash 

____ 1 

Dale 

_ 1 * 

Thompson 

_1 paid 

* 


Farrar 

__1 paid 


18 

Dale 

_1 

Sold Cash _ 

_ 3 


8 


21 

Allen 

_16 

Door Keeper 

_35 

Bonner 

_7 

Foster 

_ 1 






31 


36 



J. H. Draughon’s ticket $ 5 



included in payt to Hover 



15 


Cash Reed _ 

47.50 

5 


Cash Paid Out _ 

20.50 

5 






Amt on Hand_ 

27.00 

25 


of Ball money 





$300.00 

Jno. B. Hover 




Paid by Draughn 

--- 

$62.50 


Do by Allen _ 

---- 

. _ .. 42.63 


Advanced 


■ 70.- 



175.13 


124.87 

C. O. Foster___ 68.46V2 

Caldwell ___ 35.— 

Parks _—- 12.8714 


241.11 

81.50 124.87 185.121/2 

68.4614 16.57 149.161/2 

149.9614 108.50 35.16 Bal in my hands 
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Received of James Dellet one hundred and eight Dollars 50/100 being 
the balance due me by the La Fayette Committee for furnishing dinner 

& ball 

July 12, 1825 J olm B - Hover 

Reed of James Dellet Sixty eight Dollard 4614/100 the Amount due, me 
by the La Fayette Committee July 12, 1825 

Chas. O. Foster 

Reed of James Dellet thirty five Dollars the amount due me by the Com¬ 
mittee of Arrangements for the reception of Genl. Lafayette for attend 
the Court House replacing the partitions-July 19th 1825 - 

Wm. Caldwell 

2.70 

2.70 

1.35 

18% 

27 

13114 

6714 


6.75 

125 

13 


27 

126 

36 




486 


276 ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


13 

7 


117 

3-25 


120.25 

20 

10 51 

15 45 

45 6 


Col. Dale __: 

__1 

Farrar__ 

__1 


2 

Reed 

__5 

Do_ 

_20 

Me Coll 

__5 


30 

From Allen 



Parks 


_$10 

Allen 


10 

Cooledge 


_ 10 

Flenderson 


_ 10 

Smith 


_10 

Wade 


10 

Dellett 


10 



$70 

27)238( 8-811/4 




216 

2200( 8 m 
216 

40 

27 

3 
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The Committee of Arrangements on the arrival of Gen. Lafayette 
at this place request the favour of a copy of Mr. Dillet’s address on that 
occasion, for publication. 

The Committee 

Thursday Apl. 7th, 1825 


Gentlemen: 

In compliance with the request contained in your note, handed me 
by Messrs Foster & Allen of your body, enclosed you will receive a copy 
of the few remarks submitted to Gen’l Lafayette on his landing at Clai¬ 
borne, in behalf of those who greeted him on that occasion— 

Respectfully 
James Dillet 

Thursday 7th Apl. 1825 
The committee of arrangements 
Claiborne 


At a meeting of the Committee of Arrangement for the reception 
of Genl La Fayette at the office of James H. Draughon on the evening 
of the tenth May 1825 the following members present viz. 

James Dellet Esq Chairman 

M. W. Moore 
James FI. Draughon 

Washington McConnico 
Henry H. B. Hays 
A. P. Bagby 

N. E. Chandler 
Edward Smith 

On motion of Mr. Draughon it is unanimously resolved that the 
chairmen of this Committee be and he is hereby instructed to draw on 
his Excellency the Governor for the sum of two hundred and forty six 
dollars, 83 cents being the nett balance due from the committee for and 
on account of disbursements made and expenditures made by them in 
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the reception accommodation and entertainment of the nation’s guest at 
the town of Claiborne 

Signed by order of the Committee 
Norborne E. Chandler Sec’y 

* Mr. Dellet said in commenting on the death of Gen. LaFayette, a 
few years later: 

“The citizens of Monroe County have received the intelligence of 
the death of Gen’l Lafayette, and while they unite in the unfeigned 
sorrow, excited by that melancholy dispensation of Divine wisdom, in 
the French nation, the home, the country men and kindred, of the ven¬ 
erable and honored dead, they are impressed at the same time with the 
recollection that America has lost, in her earliest, devoted foreign friend, 
a distinguished and efficient officer, in the day of her weakness and 
revolutionary struggle—a universally beloved, adopted citizen and son, 
of the country and government he nobly defended and gallantly assisted 
in achieving- 


*This note accompanied a comment on the visit and was found later. (Ed) 
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This contest of Sam Dale, Jere Austill, James Smith and a Negro, with 
a large group of Indians at Randon’s Landing, a short distance below 
Claiborne, a ms shortly after the beginning of the Indian War of 1813. 
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NOTABLE PERSONAGES WHO SOME TIME 
HAD ASSOCIATIONS WITH CLAIBORNE* 

Sam Dale, the interesting pioneer who was in Alabama as early as 
1808, was for several years a resident of Claiborne. He represented 
Monroe County in the Alabama Legislature on three occasions, was a 
Brigadier-General of Militia and a Road Commissioner at times and 
left Claiborne to make his residence in Mississippi, where he died. 

Arthur P. Bagby arrived at Claiborne in 1819, with his worldly 
possessions tied in a pocket handkerchief and carrying that over his 
shoulder. Mr. Bagby practiced law at Claiborne before he became 
Governor. His first wife is buried in the cemetery there. 

Col. Gilbert Christian Russell, who commanded the Third U. S. 
Infantry and who participated with Andrew Jackson in his campaigns 
against the Indians, was granted by the Government, the property at 
the bluff which had formerly belonged to John Weatherford, brother 
of William. Col. Russell's occupancy of the Weatherford property was 
terminated about 1820, when the Federal Government restored it to 
Mr. Weatherford. The deed and other papers relative to this transaction 
are on the abstract beginnings of the property of Mr. William E. Deer, 
at Claiborne today. John Weatherford, born at the plantation home north 
of Montgomery and who came probably immediately after the con¬ 
clusion of the Indian War in 1814 to live permanently at the big bluff 
on the Alabama River, was the operator of the ferry at what became 
Fort Claiborne. As early as 1811 the Federal Government had an agree¬ 
ment with him to put travellers across the river at what is today known 
as the lower ferry crossing. 

Mrs. Anne Royal, that celebrated American writer and gossip who 
regaled American readers in the early 1820’s, spent some weeks at Clai¬ 
borne in its early days. She was there at a time when the point was 
still called Fort Claiborne though the soldiers had been moved away 
from there several years, at the time of her visit. 

Gen. Thomas Woodward during his roving days before he settled 
down at Tuskegee, in 1833, was often at Claiborne and writes very 
interestingly of the hotel life at that place in its early days. 
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£*«.”?. r?S 

occupied by Travis 1m. I» »*•»£ ^ across 

Ae'rivlr in"the neighborhood of Gosport and commuted back and forth 
every day for the meetings of the court. 

lohn Murphy, the fourth Governor of the State never lived in 
Claiborne, though he did reside across the river and near the vdkg 
O ^port in an area which was Monroe County but west of the Rrver. 
Mr. Murphy maintained a law office at Claiborne. 


judge Charles Tait came to Claiborne in 1819, on his appointment 
the first Federal Judge for the new State of Alabama and maintained 

Ws o fS residence there during the rest of his mcumbencyofoffce 

He moved before his death to the plantation m Wdcox County, but 
his home was a rendezvous for many visitors, notably among 
savants of the Eastern universities in the loz s. 

Freight brought up on the Alabama River boats was carted from 
Sk I 3 Burnt Corn on the east and from points in the northern 
part of Clarke County on the west to Claiborne and many travellers too 

the boat at this place to visit Mobile. 



Buckingham, the British traveller on 
1938, pictures the bluff at Claiborne. 

Atalanta, 


his journey through America, in 
He journeyed to Mobile on the 


*( Editor) 
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*From D. L. McCall collection. 
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' / 

RECORD OF INSCRIPTIONS IN THE JEWISH 

CLAIBORNE, ALA. 


CEMETERY 


In Memory of 
Hannah Metzger 
Died Feb. 6, 1863 
Age 2 years 2 months 


In Memory of 
Simon Klein 
Native of Herding 
Aug. 19, 1856 
Age 48 years 

Abraham 

Son of L & C Frank 
Died May 8, 1862 
Age 4 years 

In Memory of 
Winnentil wife of 
Abraham Metzger 
Died May 18, 1862 
74 years & 2 month 
“May her soul rest in peace”. 


In Memory of Louis Judah 

Beloved son of Samuel and Betty Rothschild 

Bomed in New York July 1st 1838 

Died at Claiborne, Ala. 

Sept. 12, 1854 — Age 16 
“Fear and evil have the days and 
years of his toil been.” 

Mary Fiebelman 
Died Feb. 1860 

Mever Metzger native of 

Asselheim Bavaria died in Claiborne 

Aug. 22, 1867 

Age 50 years & 9 months 

“May his soul rest in peace” 

In memory of Caroline 

Wife of L. Frank native of Asselheim 

Died July 17, 1864 

“May her soul rest in peace” 

In memory of Jacob Goldsmith 
Feb. 16, 1828 


In memory of Henry 
Son of Solomon & Hannah 
Metzger 

Died Aug. 8, 1862 
“May his soul rest in peace” 

In memory of Betty 
wife of A. J. Weiss 
Died at Camden, Wilcox 
Co., Ala. 

August 2nd 1851 
Age 29 years 

“May her soul rest in peace” 


In memory of Veit Nachman 
native of Quirheim Bavaria 
who died Oct. 12 
Age 25 years and 4 months 

4 

In memory of Anthen Baskowitz 
a native of Floss Bavaria 
Died July 30th, 1857 
Age 18 years 

“May his soul rest in peace”. 

In memory of Hannah Goldsmith 
Feb. 16, 1828 



In Memory of William L. Wolfe In memory of Marx Reibeltnan 
Native of Posen Prussia Died Feb. 9, 1860 

Born Dec. 24, 1830 
Died Oct. 16, 1852 


(Copied by Elizabeth S. Deer, Claiborne, Ala.) 




“OLD CLAIBORNE CEMETERY" 


O pines on yonder Kill, 

With outstretched arms o’er head, 

Now bowed down through the ages, 

Protecting this city of the dead. 

Whisper on to these quiet ones, 

Your crooning hush-a-by song, 

Blending with the murmuring river, 

As it flows sleepily along. 

Cling with thy loving tendrils. 

These sacred bodies of the soil, 

For Time will come with lustful hands 

Their slumber despoil. 

Let them rest peacefully, 

In this quiet cathedral of God; 

Tread softly as ye pass 
O’er these cradles of the sod. 

These mortal tombs are gently leaning; 

Inscriptions are fading away; 

Plead on, thou majestic pines, 

That time may let them stay. 

(Poem by Mrs. Albert Boroughs, President of “Womans Club, Perdue 
Hill, Alabama.) 
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RECORDS OF CEMETERY AT CLAIBORNE 
Copied by Mrs. Wm. E. Deer 

Saered 

to the memory of 
W. W. McDoll 
Who was born in Claiborne 
Aug. 29 1826 
Died Dec. 2nd 1858. 

“We mourn our brother, his mute dust 
We honor and his living worth, 

A man more pure and bold and just 
Was never born into the earth. 

We miss the brother of our heart 
We miss the guardian of our youth 
How hard alas it was to part 
We knew not ’til we proved its truth.” 


In Memory of 
H H Goodwin 
Who departed this life 
Feb 15th 1860 
aged 30 years 

“Dearest thou art gone, no more my ear 
Shall hear thy tender voice 
And I must live my weary days 
Sad, mourning and alone. 
Forever in my utmost heart 
Thy image shall be shrined 
The loved, the partner of my 
Youth, the noble, good & kind.” 


Erected by his affectionate wife. 
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Joseph Boyden 
Bom 

March 21, 1812 
Died 

Sept 26, 1842. 

The memory of the just is blessed. 

In 

Memory of 

George Washington Wilson 
who departed this life 
March 15 th 1827 
Aged 27 years 

This marble is erected by his 
bereaved relatives as a 
tribute to his virtues 
When living he was in all 
the relations of life 
As a man, honest in dealing just 
As a son dutiful and devoted 
As a brother kind and affectionate 
As a friend sincere and unwavering 

Mary Louisa Foster 
horn 

June 2nd 1831 
died Septem. 18, 1843 


Sacred to the 
memory 


William Coombs 
a native of 

Portland, State of Maine 
who died 

February 27th 1838 
aged years 
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Alone and in Sorrow 

Dark hours roll by 

Forsaken and friendless 

Why should I not die 

The turf will lie light 

Above the lone spot 

Where the heart broken Stranger 

Is laid and forgot. 


In 

memory 

of 

Cap’t Seymore Bates 
who died November 17th 

1842 

aged 30 years 

Erected by his wife 
Elizabeth Bates 


Consecrated to the 
Memory of 
Martha A. Bates 
Consort of 
Capt S. Bates 
who died 3rd Sept 1839 
Aged 15 years and 11 days 

In commemoration of her 
many virtues 
and a lasting monument 
of the affectionate rememberance 
in which she will ever 
be held by her bereaved 
and disconsolate husband. 
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Consecrated 
To the memory of 
Emily N. Bagby 
Consort of 
Arthur P. Bagby 
who departed this life 
on the 28th day of May 
A.D. 1825 

in the 21st year of her age 

In commemoration of her 
many exalled virtues 
And as a lasting monument 

of the 

Affectionate rememberance 
in which she will ever be 
held by her 

Bereaved and disconsolate 
Husband 


In Memory of 
Elizabeth Hooper Sampson 
infant daughter 
Daniel C. and 
Emeline M. Sampson 
who died 
July 29 , 1834 
Aged 17 months & 7 days 

“I would not break thy peaceful rest 

For countless worlds of gold 

For grief can ne’er invade thy breast 

Nor damp thy bliss untold 

Thy life without a spot or stain 

No fault yet unforgiven 

I'd live an age of toil and pain 

To share with thee thy heaven. 
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John W. McDoll 
who was born in Claiborne 
died Nov. 27th 1853 

“Twas soon to break the golden chain 
‘Twas soon to give him up 
To feel our dearest wishes crushed 
And drain the bitter cup. 

Oh! why was he so early called 
When life had scarce begun 
Nay! murmer not, meekly say 
Father, thy will be done.” 


In 

Memory of 
Edwin Augustus 
Son of John W. & 
Aveline A. O neal 
who was born 
April 7th 1842 
, and died 
Sept. 26th 1842 

In 

Memory of 
Samuel C. Franklin 
of New York 
who departed this life 
June 26 1821 
Aged 19 years 5 months 
& 4 days. 
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Sacred 

to the memory of 
Camila Bazeau 
Daughter of the late 
Cap’t W. Bazeau, U. S, A. 

Born July 4th 1820 
Died Sept 4 1840 
This tribute to her memory 
erected by her sister 
Adeline Solomon 

(J. Britten) 

(N. Haven Ct.) 


Sacred 

to 


The memory of 
Sarah Jane 

daughter of William Sc Amelia 

Lachlin 

She was born June 6, 1829 
and died September 1833 
in the 5 th year of her age 


Sacred 

to 

the memory of 
William Lachlin 
a native of Georgia 
who was born 
November 1.1th 1774 
and died March 18th 1837 
in the 63rd year of his 
age 


James W. 

Burke 

Born 

February 25 1820 
Died 

September 2nd 1840 
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Sacred 

to the memory of 
Margaret A. Crow 
was bom 
Nov 12 1840 
died Sept 12 1843 

Sacred 

to the memory of 
John L. Crow 
was bom 
April 1, 1842 
died Dec 21, 1843 

In 

Memory of 
Elizabeth M. Crow 
Daughter of 
W. B. & R. Marshall 
Wife of 
Josiah L. Crow 
bom Nov 25th 1830 
died July 10th 1855. 

In 

Memory of 
Amelia 

Consort of J. L. Crow 
She was bom Jan 1st 1806 
and departed this life 
December 2nd 1819 

“She sleeps the still lone sleep of death 
Her sweet glad voice no more we hear 
In peace she yielded up her breath 
In triumph closed her bright career. 

In that pure realm of joy above 
Where Seraph bands in rapture meet 
Her soul exalts in songs of love 
And worships at her Savior’s feet.” 



In 

memory of 
Josiah L. Crow 
born June 27tb 1811 
died July 20th 1855 


A tribute of affection 
by W. C. Emerson 
Sacred 

to the memory of 
Sarah H. Turner 
who departed this life 
8th of June A.D. 1844 
aged 24 years 2 months and 

8 days. 

Thy hand was mine in promise given 
When thou was called from Earth to Heaven 
Thy image lives within my heart 
Thy memory shall never depart. 

Thy learning, piety and charms 
well fitted thee for angels arms 
And hence immortal as this stone 
I make thy name and virtues known. 
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CHARLES TAIT, EARLY SETTLER 


Owen says of him: 

“TAIT, CHARLES, lawyer, first Federal district judge in Alabama, 
was born February 1, 1768, in Louisa County, Va., and died October 
7, 1835, near Claiborne; son of James and Rebecca (Hudson) Tait, the 
former a Virginian, who moved to Georgia in 1783, and settled near 
Petersburg, Elbert County; grandson of William and Lucy (Bullock) 
Tait, who settled at the mouth of Christophers Creek on Pamunky 
River, Hanover, now Louisa County Va., and of Charles and Susan 
(Patrick) Hudson, who lived in Prince Edward County, Va.; great- 
grandson of Robert Tait, and of John and Elizabeth (Harris) Hudson, 
the former an Englishman who settled in Hanover County, Va., near 
Page's Ware House; great-great-grandson of a Scotchman, the progenitor 
of the Tait family, who also settled near Page’s Ware House, Va. Judge 
Tait was a cousin of Henry Clay. He attended Wilkes academy, Wash¬ 
ington, Ga., 1786-1787, when Gen. Samuel Blackburn was rector of 
the academy; and was a student in Cokesburg college, Abingdon, Md., 
1788. In September of that year, he was elected to an instructorship in 
the school, and was put in charge of the French classes and the charity 
pupils. He taught at Cokesburg college until 1784, studying law during 
that time, and in February, 1795, was admitted to the bar at Elberton, 
Ga. A few weeks later he was elected rector or headmaster of Richmond 
academy, and held that position until 1798, when he began to practice 
law. He also practiced in Lexington, Oglethorpe County, Ga.; was elected 
judge of the western circuit of Georgia in 1803; and served in that 
capacity until 1809. He was elected U. S. senator, in 1809, to succeed 
John Milledge who resigned; and was re-elected on the expiration of 
his term serving until March 4, 1819. While in the senate, he became 
a friend of John C. Calhoun, secretary of war, and the two maintained 
a correspondence for years. Calhoun, in a letter dated, July 20, 1818, says 
“Your political course has been without an aberration so far as I have 
seen it." He was influential in securing the admission of Alabama into 
the Union, and secured from congress an appropriation of one million 
dollars for the U. S. Navy. Senator Tait moved to Alabama in 1819, 
and in 1820 was appointed by President Monroe the first Federal dis¬ 
trict judge of Alabama. He resigned his office in 1826, and gave his 
entire attention to planting in Wilcox County, making his home at 
Claiborne. He was offered the mission to Great Britain in 1828, but 
declined it. Married: (1) January 3, 1790, in Maryland, to Mrs. Anne 
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(Lucas) Simpson; (2) in 1822, to Mrs. Sarah (Williamson) Griffin, 
widow of Judge Griffin of Georgia, and sister of Judge Peter William¬ 
son of Lowndes County. Children by first marriage: 1. Capt. James 
Asbury, m. Elizabeth Caroline Goode; 2. Charles Jefferson, d. in infancy. 
Senator Tait was grandfather of John A. Campbell, former justice of 
the U. S. supreme court; and great-grandfather of Lucius Q. G. Lamar, 
another justice of the supreme court. Last residence: near Claiborne. 




From History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biography, Vol. IV, 
p. 1640, by Thomas McAdory Owen, LL.D. 
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TAIT-CONRAD CORRESPONDENCE 

Included in the Charles Tait papers which form a rich contribution 
to the Manuscripts Division of the Department of Archives and History, 
are letters from Timothy Conrad to Judge Tait. Mr. Conrad corresponded 
with the Judge for several years after he went back to Philadelphia and 
in one he makes a charming reference to the days he spent with the 
Judge's family at Claiborne. A concluding paragraph says: 

“I need not assure Mrs. Tait of my gratitude to her; — her kindness 
nothing but Death can obliterate from my daily remembrance; I some¬ 
times in reflecting on it, like Bulwer in his visit to the stream con¬ 
secrated by early recollections “forget myself to tears,” tears which I 
hope may render me for “days afterwards a better and a kinder man.” 
And Mary—I remember her a beautiful vision of all that is lovely and 
attractive; may she meet with a lot in life equal to her merits, and a 
heart responsive to her own, which will be able to appreciate the treas¬ 
ure. Adieu.” 
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CLAIBORNE’S LEADING HOTEL, 1844 



■ Mi- , 


Before the house stood a row of Pride-of-India trees (Melia azeda- 
r 2 ch') laden with bunches of yellow berries. I had been often told by the 
negroes that the American robin (Turdus migratorius) “got drunk” on 
this fruit, and we had now an opportunity of witnessing its narcotic 
properties; for we saw some children playing with one of these birds 
before the house, having caught it after it had been eating freely of 
the berries. My wife seeing that the robin was in no small danger of 
perishing, bought it of the children for some sugar-plums, and it soon 
revived in our room, and flew out of the window. 


Sir Charles Lyell, F.R.S., A Second Visit to The United States of North 
America, Vol. II, Chapter XXIV, p. 55. 1849, 
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From painting made at about the time he served in the U. S. Congress, 

1839-1845. 
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JAMES DELLET 

Sketch compiled from various sources, by Elizabeth S. Deer 

James Dellet was horn in Philadelphia, in 1788. He died at Clai¬ 
borne, December 21, 1848, and is buried in the garden of the old resi¬ 
dence which he erected before 1840. 

*. ' 

Mr. Dellet moved to Alabama, in 1818, and settled at what was 
at that time known as Fort Claiborne, where he spent the rest of his 
life. He was early elected a Judge of the Circuit Court and was one 
of the County's Representatives to the General Assembly which con¬ 
vened in Huntsville, in 1819, anticipating the admission of Alabama into 
the American Union, which incident occurred December 14th of that 
year. He was elected Speaker of the House and was serving as such at 
the time of the admission of the State. He represented Monroe County 
for twelve years in the Legislature, four terms being in the House of 
Representatives. In 1833, he was a candidate for Congress from the 
District which included Monroe and Clarke Counties but he was de- 
feated by John Murphy, who had served as the fourth Governor of the 
State. In 1839, he defeated Mr. Murphy and he served three terms in 
Congress, through the year 1845. Mr. Dellet before coming to Alabama 
had served as the Commissioner in Equity, a judicial officer, from the 
Columbia District of South Carolina and had been commissioned by 
Andrew-Pickens, the Governor of that State. His commission to practice 
law in the Alabama Territory, was issued to him by Governor William 
W. Bibb and was'done at the town of St. Stephens on the 19th day 

of November, 1818. 

Mr. Dellet married, first, Harriet Willison, of South Carqlina. She 
died in 1840. Two sons and a daughter of this union preceded their 
mother in death. One daughter, Emma, married Lyman Gibbons, who 
had been associated in the practice of law with Mr. Dellet. He married, 
second, in 1842, Mary Wormley, a cousin of his former wife who had 
reared the daughter, Emma. Helen, daughter of Lyman and Emma 
( Dellet) Gibbons, married Charles J. Torrey, son of Rufus Campbell 
Torrey, who was long associated with Mr. Dellet, at Claiborne. 
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RUFUS CAMPBELL TORREY 

Sketch, compiled in part from an autobiography, by Elizabeth S. Deer 

Professor Bowen, of Harvard College, in 1882, requested of Mr 
Toney, a personal sketch to include in a Memoir and was furnished 

this data: 

“Rufus Campbell Torrey, son of John and Sally (RicfcnrdsotO 
Toney was bom at Oxford, Mass., February 13, 1813. His parents 
having died while he was quite young, he was removed to Frank in 
under the charge of a maternal uncle. He pursued his preparatory smd.es 
at the Academy in Wrentham, and entered Harvard College as a fresh- 
man in August, 1829. He graduated in due course in August 1833.His 
tank as a scholar placed him near the middle of a class of fifty-five. After 
leaving college he spent three or four years in Fitchburg, engaged most y 
in teaching and editing a newspaper. He also wrote a history o te 
town of Fitchburg, a volume of 130 pages-which was reprinted in 1865. 

“Near the close of the year 1838 he removed to Mobile, and for 
two years was engaged in teaching (at Spring Hill College), and study- 
ing law under the supervision of Judge B. J. Harris, and was admitted 
to the bar at the close of the year 1840. In 1841 he commenced the 
practice of his profession at Grove Hill, Ala., and removed thence to 
Claiborne in 1843, where he resided until his death. 

“In 1844 he was. elected Judge of the County Court of Monroe 
County, which office comprised those of Judge of Probate and presiding 
judge of the Court of County Commissioners. This office he resigne 
after a term of four years. For twenty-five years he was an active member 
of Masonic Fraternity, and was elected Grand Master of the R. an . 
Masters of the State. He led a quiet and uneventful life till 1875 when 
he was elected a member of the convention called to revise the Con¬ 
stitution of the State. In 1875 he was chosen a State Senator for the 

term of four years. 

“He was married in 1846 to Elizabeth Henshaw. 

“Deafness and other infirmities increasing with advancing age 
induced Mr. Torrey to retire from the practice of law in 1879. He was 
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in comfortable circumstances at the beginning of the late Civil War, 
but the results of that unhappy misunderstanding reduced him, as they 
have thousands of others, to comparative poverty.” 

The Memoirs of the Deceased of the Graduates of the Class of 

1833 shows: 

* 

“Rufus C. Torrey died at Claiborne, Ala., September 13, 1882, of 
the pulmonary. disease from which he had so long suffered. He was 
in active practice of his profession to within a few years of his death, 

thus showing the wisdom of his emigration, forty-five years ago, to the 
mild climate of Alabama.” 

The Mobile Register, a few days after the death of Mr. Torrey 

said: 


He was of a firm yet gentle disposition, supremely upright in all 
his transactions, and eminently just to all men—a man noted for his 
constant observance of the Golden Rule-a man who died leaving not 
one enemy. In the counties of Clarke and ]Vlonroe where his example 
shone the brightest, among his near neighbors and life-long friends, 
where he married and toiled, whence he but Wednesday passed away. 
His loss will be deeply felt.” 

Mr. Torrey is buried in the garden of the Old home at Claiborne 
along side the remains of the honorable James Dellet and the family of 
Lyman Gibbons. 
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JAMES DELLET HOME 








Winter view about 1920. 


This home mas built for Mr. Delhi about 1835-38. There were accom¬ 
panying outside kitchen, servants' house and the family cemetery is to 

the right of the pictuve as faced . 
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TORREY-DELLET CORRESPONDENCE, 1843-1845* 

Edited by Elizabeth S. Deer 

**Macon, Feby 14, 1843. 

Dear Sir. 

Your letter of the 29th Jany. is now before me, having come to 
hand as I was on the point for starting to Clark county court. From the 
several enquiries addressed to me in the present letter I must conclude 
that my letters, since my return from Tuscaloosa, have not reached you— 
the difficulty in travelling probably being the cause. At the present time 
1 trust they are before you, unless your newly elected postmaster in the 
discharge of the peculiar duties imposed upon him, has laid an embargo 
upon them. But I presume you are at this time in possession of most of 
the facts, repecting which you enquire. But it will do no harm to repeat— 
1st. as to the ferry—I have not seen Jas. G. Lindsey for three or four 
weeks, or heard from him. 2nd. I paid to Thos. Hearin one thousand 
dollars on the 28th Deer, last—which was taken by him at the nominal 
value of the same—i.e. as so much specie—consequently I have not paid 
Lisbon Cook any thing. 3d. Keith has not called upon me or presented 
your note. Although he was in Caliborne last week while I was there. 
I shall be ready to take it up whenever presented. 4th. McIntyre, the 
man of spinning machines, has sent to Bullard one of his articles, which 
works admirably, and turns out ten or twelve yards per day. Bullard 
further reports that Minerva is constantly at work in cutting out and 
making the clothes, and is now engaged upon the summer clothing, all 
of which will be seasonably and abundantly furnished. B. further com¬ 
plains that Davison has not sent to him the first particle of yarns as he 
might have done had hfe kept his women at their spinning wheels in 
the rainy season and when from circumstances they were not in a condi- 


*This group of letters has been selected from the Dellet papers with the 
purpose of illustrating primarily the social life of Claiborne for those years. 
Mr. Torrey had just moved to Claiborne and was occupying the law office 
of Mr. Dellet and apparently keeping him informed about matters at home 
during the period of Mr. Dellet’s stay as a member of Congress, in Wash¬ 
ington City. 

**At this date the County seat of Clarke was called Macon. This place sub¬ 
sequently became Grove Hill. Note postmark on this letter. 
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tion to do out-woor-work. He seems to think that a suggestion from 
you addressed to D. might be of advantage. He further reports that the 
woman Polly has according to her own account, been afflicted with 
nearly all the ills that escaped, in bygone days, from the box of Miss 
Pandora. But Dr. Lindsey has struck upon a successful mode of treat¬ 
ment, which was working wonders. For every imaginable form which her 
multifarious malidies assume he applies a blister of goodly size which 
dislodges the enemy from its hold and compels it to assume a new posi¬ 
tion, and in one instance the woman was known to work for the space 
of four days without any complaint whatever. Under the scarifying 
process all special pains have vanished and a general ‘shortness of breath 
has supervened. But I think ample blisters over the region of the lungs 
have restored these necessary organs to a healthy condition. The missing 
hogs, which I mentioned in a recent letter as having gone on a voyage 
of discovery have been heard from. At the highest stage of the water, 
like Noah’s dove, finding no resting place for the soles of their feet, 
they crossed the river just above Forwood’s landing, and then made 
their way up the river, swimming several creeks, and so are now paying 
a visit to their kith and kin of the porcellian genus under Divison’s care. 
The river has now fallen that we have reed but single ferriage for some 
days, and the mud in the came has dried rapidly. Davison has lost quite 
a quantity of rails by the force of the water, but the fences will all be 
speedily reconstructed. He has ploughed up the old field opposite to 
his house as well as the old field north of the lane and between the hill 
and the woods. On Bullard’s side, the water swept over the ridge near 
the old gin house, and carried off some of the soil and made some 
holes, but the injury is slight. I think no injury has been done soil on 
the further side of the river. Ferryman Tom and blacksmith Sam con¬ 
tinue in the constant and faithful discharge of their respective vocations, 
the latter bending so closely over his fiery labors that he gives no oppor¬ 
tunity to his eyebrows to grow out. Of old Daniel I am sorry to say I 
cannot report very favorably. The external wounds of his leg are healed, 
but the bones, where fractured, do not unite. Amputation at first would 
doubtless have been best. ‘Our school’ continues in a most flourishing 
state. Fifty two scholars were in attendance last week, a number more 
than double that attending at the spacious edifice in a central part of 
the town. Misses E. & S. Murphy are attending the latter. Miss M. 
Barnes is about going to Tuscaloosa. Miss V. Mobley remains at home, 
as well as Miss Lankford, while Miss Elizabeth Mobley from Suggsville 
boards at Mr. Draughon’s and goes to Mr. Douglas—all of which items 
I insert for the benefit of those, who. it seems, enjoy the pleasure of 
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looking over your shoulder while you con over the scraps and crumbs, 
which I forward to you in my weekly dish. And for the same reason 
I add that nearly all the young ladies, attending last Spring, are here 
at present, together with some pleasant additions. Since the return of 
mild and pleasant weather, a kind of riding mania has been quite pre¬ 
valent, and on every Saturday the ladies mount their silk and velvet 
caps duly adorned with black plumes and artificials and other fanciful 
decorations, and then they mount their steads and dash away. Mr. 
Cooper having two law students, Murphy & Pearson one and myself 
one, and there being some other additions to our society of like quality, 
the natural result is a debating club, which holds public meetings, and 
when these embryo orators uncork their eloquence to the great delight 
of the school girls, and girls of larger growth. I take pleasure in saying 
that the young ladies, so fur us I have heard, have been quite exemplary 
in their conduct—discharging no salt into the well, killing no hogs, by 
poisoning or otherwise, hunting no snakes or engaging in similar gentle 
and ladylike amusements. (If you should find any mystery in the above 
remarks perhaps Miss Wormley will do you the favor to unravel it.) 
Neither Mr. Cooper nor myself have forgotten the case of Patterson & 
wife—nor the necessary steps as to the witnesses. We have spoken to 
Mr. Blount as to a continuance, but I cannot now state his final deter¬ 
mination. I shall probably be able to communicate it in my next. Oui 
friend E. B. Jones is in a very debilitative condition, and from present 
appearance I cannot but entertain fears as to his ever recovering. He 
remains at Colburn’s. Judge Pearson at present appears to be absorbed 
in his attentions to Mrs. Harwell (formerly Maria Matheson) widow 
of Dr. E. J. Harwell, who was murdered at Macon, and if I may presume 
to judge in matters of this uncertain nature, I think the signs indicate 
a change in the judge’s life. He has but little to say of politics, as the 
lady is a strong Whig, and less of law. Further developments will be 
duly recorded. My cramped space will not allow me to discuss other 
matters, and I have only room to say that the “harmonious democracy 
exhibit the same signs here as in other places. Calhoun men are growing 
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cold, or taking the Whig side. We have almost made up our minds to 
rarrv the State in November. 

Truly yours & c 
Rufus C. Torrey 


Superscription 

Grove Hill Ala) 
15 Feby 1844 ) 


free 

Hon. James Dellet— 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne Feby 20, 1843 

Dear Sir — 

Your letter of the 1st inst. came to this place while I was absent 
to Clarke Court-and by the first mail I reply to your enquiries whether 
] as G Lindsey has done any thing to the warehouse at the ferry or to 
the road. I reply that he has done nothing to either. He was at this place 
when I returned from Clarke, but had held no communication with me 
respecting the matter of the ferry. The road to the ferry is in a very 
bad condition by a large part of the causeway being destroyed, and con¬ 
sequently many holes occurring so as to render the hill of difficult ascent 

to any but empty teams. 

Mr. Blount has declined to continue the case of Patterson & wife & 
c—except upon conditions to which Mr. Cooper deemed it improper 
to accede. The subpoenas have been sent out, and the deft, will be ready 

for trial. 


4 


W\ 



This cotton slide and steps adjacent t-o each other provided the convey¬ 
ance from the water’s edge to the top of the bluff, 195 feet above. The 
ferry dates from the earliest times and was known as Weatherford’s 
Ferry prior to Fort Claiborne days. There were 365 steps from the water’s 
edge to the warehouse above. 
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I ut used by courtesy of Paleontological Institution, Ithaca, N. Y. T ts 
hoto made in 1932, is from the volume on Timothy Abbot Conrad, by 

)r. Harry E. Wheeler, and is used by consent. 

—Photo by Q. B. Schenk, November 11, 1932 
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Mr. Morrissett called on me a few days since for some documents, 
(which he said he had placed in your hands some three or four years 
since) respecting the annexation of Tex as—and the fact that Mr. Van 
Buren declined to enter into any communication or negotiation with 
Gen. Memucan Hunt, the Texas minister at Washington at the time 
alluded to. The correspondence, he says, formed a large document, and 
was published by an order of Congress. He thinks it will be of service 
in the approaching canvass. If you can direct me where I may lay. my 
hand upon it, or if you can supply its place by another copy, you will 
confer a favor upon Mr. Morrissett, and upon the Whig cause. 

Mrs. Nancy Harris, of Clarke has been insisting upon having the 
ferry by the year. I informed her that it would probably soon go into 
other hands, and that I was not authorised to make contracts of that 
kind, but she insisted that she must have it, and I per force yielded, 
as not possessing that sort of brass which can resist a woman when she 
is determined to have her way. She will uniformly cross in her carraige 
and I know not what will be the usual charge in such cases. 

In January last, Scruggs presented your note for $150, given for 

the purchase of a horse. Not referring to your memorandum at the time 

1 supposed it was the same note, which you had directed me to pay, and 

I accordingly took it up. I afterwards saw it was Keith’s note which I 

was to pay, and not Scruggs.’ I regret the circumstance, as I do not know 

vour intentions as to the latter. Keith was in town when I went to 
✓ 

Clarke court. He said nothing about the note and Dr. Lindsey was try¬ 
ing to trade the horse back to him. I of course shall take up his note 
whenever he presents it. 

I visited the house yesterday and found Jim at work upon the 
garden. All looks well except the grape vines, which seem to me to be 
nearly dead. The cause of this phenomenon I cannot explain or con¬ 
jecture. 

Respectfully & C 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Hon. Jas. Dellet 
Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 
Feby 20 

A.T. Hon. James Dellet, 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 
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Macon April 8th 1843 


Hon Jas Dellet 


Dear Sir—I shall take pleasure in accepting your kind offer of 
your office and books in Claiborne. I shall be able to remove my ef¬ 
fects from my present residence in a few weeks. I shall call upon you 
before so doing and write the present lines to inform you of my final 
determination. 

Yours truly & c 
Rufus C. Torrey 


Superscription 


Hon Jas. Dellet 
Claiborne 


by J. Barnes ) 


Claiborne, 30th. Oct. 1843 

Dear Dellet 

Dear Sir. I regret that circumstances delayed me in Washington 
Co. till after your departure from this place. The matters which you left 
for me on the office table all came safely to hand in the same condi¬ 
tion, I presume, as you left them. I have read the various memoranda 
intended for me, and will comply with your wishes so far as practicable. 
If any thing further should occur to you as having been omitted, please 
inform me & I will have it attended to. On the third page of this sheet 
please find the receipt for the money left for me in the hands of Mr. 
Cooper. I also enclose a letter sent to this place by a boat, according to 
your directions to have all letters forwarded. I saw Mr. Bullard today 
who assured me that all was well on both sides of the river. Since you 
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left I am informed that the last child of Mrs. Kyle is dead, as well as a 
child of Parson Smythe—and an infant negro belonging to' Mr. Cooper. 
The latter gentleman has had another heir born unto his house. This 
concludes a summary of the news for the last four days, excepting that 
on Saturday last Dr. Connell committed an assault on Jack Lindsey 
without any provocation excepting the liquor which then had taken 
possession of the Doctor’s brain. Returning consciousness produced the 
usual results of repentance and shame, and the Dr. Solemnly resolved 
to drink no more—which good resolution he may possibly keep till the 
discolored eye, which now blinks like the moon in an eclipse, shall have 
regained its natural hue. In the course of another week I hope to make 
up a larger budget of news, and to have more leisure to spin it upon 
paper. Please present my respects, to Mrs. Dellet. 

Yours with respect & c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Received of James Dellet, by the hands of A. B. Cooper, the sum of 
sixteen hundred and fifty dollars in Alabama bank currency. 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Claiborne, October 30th. 1843. 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE* 

Oct 

31 free 

A.T. 

Hon. James Dellet, 

M. C. 

City of Washington 


*The canceller, being actually the postmark die at Claiborne, carried the 
initials “A.T.” from the date of the creation of the Postoffice, at Claiborne 
after the discontinuance of the Fort Claiborne Postoffice down to a period 
long after 1900, and the small one inch in diameter brass “stamp” is today 
in the hands of a private party in Montgomery. 
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Claiborne Nov. 6th. 1843, 


near Sir-Please find enclosed a letter from Tenn. directed to Mrs. 
Pellet and which I forward to you, not knowing what else to do with it. 
Uere is little in the way of news since the date of my last letter. J. N. 
McClure has reed, his appointment to die Postoffice of Claiborne and 
we learn from the Nat. Intelligencer (deriving its informanon from a 
Montgomery paper) that Mr Dellet lies dangerously ill in this place, and 
ET hopes! I c. As we are somewhat nearer the source o true in¬ 
formation on this subject this information has caused hut little anxiety 
tmong your friends. We trust the Intelligencer is better informed by 
Ms tfme. The fever yet continues in Mobile, and has caught some who 

hastened down after the late white frost People are » die 

river as well as down and quite a number stop here. Dr. Lindsey has 
recovered his health so as to resume his practice-though I am not aware 
of his having any other patient except Mrs. H. Williams, who appears 
to have an afflirfon of the liver. The female seminary numbers now 
some twenty odd pupils with a fair promise of increase as the weat er 

becomes colder. What success attends the labors of that Iev ““> ‘“ c “ 
of solid learning I have not yet ascertained. I trust to he able to P^ 
on his doings hereafter. In the memorandum of notes which you left 
me I find the following entry-“John. Murphy s note bal. $50. odd. 
do not find any such note in the package, but a statement of the sum 
of $135 43 paid by you in satisfaction of the judgment of William Taylor 
vs Jno Murphy in 1836, and Gov. Murphy’s promise to pay the same 
to you. The interest on this amt. carried it to «00.41 iat June 1842.and 
I presume that amt. with interest is still due. If so I should h 
if you desire me to take any steps in the matter, also an explanation of 

the above mentioned note. 

In the file of papers in the case of L. Cook vs S. Steel, I find a 
statement of the partial settlement of the case of Phineus Nash vs. W. 
& A. Cunningham, original judgment $1575.40, Oct. term, 1842, balance 
still due 3d April 1843, $107.70. I wish to know if this paper is part 
of the file in the above case of Cook, or whether it is of any value. A 
stout young man calling himself Chas L. Bradley, called upon me today 
saying he had spoken with you last summer respecting his being em¬ 
ployed by you as an overseer on the west side of the river in t e e ^ en 
of Davidson leaving. I could give him no information on the su jec 
but presumed that matter was arranged by you before you e t. 
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Some little excitement was created in town last Tuesday in con¬ 
sequence of Jack Lindsey being arrested on a charge of Larceny.- 

Bethea made affidavit that on such a day &c a certain sum of money 
in Ala. bank bills was stolen from the house of Hugh Bethea, not less 
than one thousand nor more than eight thousand dollars and that he 
suspected J. W. Lindsey of having stolen it &c. and on this charge he 
was arrested. The preliminary examination was to have come off on 
Tuesday the 31st ult. but the State was not ready on consequence of 
the sickness of the old Mrs. Bethea. Tuesday the 14th inst is set for the 
next hearing. The State is ably represented by Messrs Cooper & Leslie, 
Murphy & Pearson, Howard and T. B. Bethea. The deft is aided by 
Gov. Bagby and myself. I have no doubt there is a vast deal of rascality 
and perjury in the matter, and I trust in God that the contrivers of it 
may yet meet with their deserts. In considering the notions advanced 
pro and con as to the reality of a place of future punishment, it has 
often occurred to me as the weightiest argument in favor of there being 
such a place, that the order of nature would be incomplete without it. 
There are so many people who, it would seem, are created specially for 
hell, the conclusion comes irresistably to me that there must be a hell 
for them, and though I trust I am not lacking in a due share of Chris¬ 
tian charity, I confess then to something like satisfaction in the belief. 

The editor of the Claiborne Atlas, after wheedling to his support 
all the soft-shelled Whigs that he could, has hoisted the banner of Demo¬ 
cracy, and goes the entire for Mr Calhoun, and pledges himself for the 
nominee, whoever he may be. What revolutions, moral, political and 
physical this astounding annunciation may produce, remains yet to be 
seen. At present we are waiting with suppressed breath and braced 
nerves to abide the catastrophe. Surely ought not the “cast iron man” 
of abstractury, who goes for free trade and 40 pr ct duty to protect 
Louisiana sugar, to send some memento to this his latest follower and 
recruit. He deserved as high compliments as Judge Goldthwaite paid to 
him who waves the Macon Banner over in Clarke. 


Mr. Cooper bids me say that his health is improving, and as the 
North Carolinians say, “hopes that you are enjoying the same blessing.” 

At the latest accounts all were well on both sides of the river. B. F. 
Porter, Esq. has written a letter from Tuscaloosa saying that the Sheriff 
of Clarke had not sent any election returns of the first Congressional 
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district, and consequently he was unable to furnish you with any official 
certificate of election. I have informed the Sheriff of Clarke of this cir¬ 
cumstance, but I presume this will not be the cause of any difficulty as to 

vour claiming your seat. 

' . ! 1 

J. G. Lindsey proposes to deposit the purchase money of the ferry 
at the Mobile hank subject to my order, furnishing me with the proper 
certificate of deposit &c. I informed him that your expectations were 
to have the money paid here—and so I shall require it, unless you advise 
to the contrary. I presume it is a matter of but little consequence either 

way. 

Please give my best respects to Mrs. Dellet and to the young ladies 
under her charge—With much respects &c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Superscription 


Claiborne 

Nov 

y free 

A.T. 

Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 


Claiborne 21st Nov. 1843. 


Dear Sir 

Please find enclosed your letters which have recently come to hand 
through this postoffice, viz: two for Mrs. Dellet one for Miss Wormley 
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and one for yourself. I have nothing to add in the way of news* since 
my letter of the 16th excepting the report (which I may have mentioned 
in my last) that Parson Lea is to he married, or is already married to 
Miss Rose. Whether this be a financial expedient on his part to square 
accts with one of his teachers, or whether it be merely the fulfilment of 
an order of nature that every rose must have its thorn I do not pretend 

to say—probably both results will follow. The heavy lumbering Atlas 
makes its appearance at irregular intervals, painfully toiling along with 
the addition of Mr. Calhoun’s weight to that of the world on its shoulders 
—a specimen on a small scale of the Montes partunientes . There is an 
abundance of preaching here at present—some half dozen of the preachers 
laboring together, and seemingly endeavoring to make loud of tone, 
clapping of hands and the noise of many words supply the place of 
sound learning, elevated thoughts and novelty of sentiments—a tiresome 
illustration of the truth of the sentiment that there is nothing new under 
the sun. 

I became a subscriber to the semi-weekly Intelligencer in Jany 1839 
—and have paid for two years and a half. During a portion of the years 
1839-40-41 the paper was forwarded to my brother in Mass. Whether 
be paid any thing on it I am not informed. If you will take the trouble 
to ascertain the amount I owe on it, and pay the same up to the first of 
Jany. 1844, and inform me of the sum, I will place the same to your 
credit as so much placed by you in my hands. Your leaving the place 
during my absence prevented me from attending to this matter. 


Our mutual friend (and my partner) Joseph S. Williams of Clarke 
Co. desires me to say that while he resided in Linden, he was a sub¬ 
scriber to the National Intelligencer and became somewhat indebted to 
that office. Upon changing his residence to Macon he wrote to Messers 
Gales & Seaton of the fact, and enclosed a sum of money, for which he 
has the postmasters receipt. This money G & S say they never received, 
and under these circumstances the paper was discontinued, and the old 
matter has never been arranged. Now Mr. Williams desires the paper to 
be sent to him (semi-weekly) at Suggsville, and if you will do him the 
favor of advancing a year’s subscription ($6.00) he will place that amt 
in my hands for you. If this can be done, he desires the paper from 
the first of December. The unsettled matter he is ready and willing to 
adjust on equitable terms— 


Any public documents containing statistical information or other 
interesting matter will be properly prized. 

Respectfully & truly Yours &c 


T'fc P_ O 1 I 


Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

A.T. 


free 

Hon. James Dellet 

Member of Congress, 

City of Washington 

D. C. 




Claiborne, Nov. 16 1843 

Dear Sir — 

Mr. Bullard has requested me to write by the present mail m order 
to say that the spinning machines, which have been recent y un er t e 
care of Moss the blacksmith of this place, (if I recollect the name cor¬ 
rectly) do not work at all, and Mr. B. thinks them past redemption. 
The supply of stuff now prepared for the looms will be soon exhausted 
unless new spinning apparatus is sent on, or factory yarn supplied. He 
says further that ninety one bales of cotton have een s *PP e an ^ 
some eighty more will be ready in a few days. The balance of thecrop 
will be shipped by Capt. Brooks of the Bourbon providedL he will take 
it at $1.00 per bale and mark it as paid on the freight bill, according 
to a proposition which Mr. Garrow informed me he has made to you. 
It appears that Capt Brooks is indebted to Garrow, and the latter to 
you. Garrow will give Brooks credit for all the cotton he brings down 
for you, and the same will be passed to G’s credit on the note which 
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you hold against him, all which I presume may be effected through 
Deshea Sheppard & Co. and will operate as so much money collected 
by you from Garrow. It is calculated now that about 130 bales will made 
on the next side of the river, which somewhat exceeds the calculation 
made when you left. The first lot which went down is represented as 
being rather trashy. The worms &c have made such havoc that it is 
difficult to get the cotton out clean. Bullard says that the quantity which 
he is now preparaing is in better condition. 

**The examination of Jack Lindsey for Larceny was to have come 
off on Tuesday last, but Bagby, his chief counsel not arriving it was 
delayed one day—not coming on the following day a general adjourn¬ 
ment was had to Monday the 27. The missing man made his appearance 
the same evening, and he is now under obligation to remain and see 
the matter out. The feeling on this subject is now very strong, and very 
much in Lindseys favor. The State is aided by T. B. Bethea,* Cooper & 
Leslie, Murphy & Pearson & Howard, rather a singular array of counsel 
for such a matter. It is very plain that great efforts have been made 
prejudice the public mind from the time this charge was first whispered 
till the warrant was actually issued. But fortunately there appears to be 
a strong revulsion of public feeling on the subject and sooner or later 
1 look for a triumphant disproval of the charge. I only hope that the 
really guilty may meet their just dues—Mr. Bullard says that the hands 


♦This reference is to Capt. Brooks of the river steamer “Bourbon” and con¬ 
cerns a shipment of cotton down the Alabama River to Mr. Garrow, a mer¬ 
chant at Mobile. Deshea, Sheppard and Co., of Mobile, were brokers. At 
this date the steamboat traffic was very heavy and it is an historically es¬ 
tablished fact that eight to ten boats a day operated along the river. 

**This reference to Bagby “his chief counsel” is to A. P. Bagby, one time 
Governor of Alabama who maintained his residence at Claiborne for a 
number of years and moved from there to Mobile. Governor Bagby’s first 
wife is buried in the cemetery at Claiborne. 

♦The relatives of this man moved later to Montgomery County and some 
of the family still reside at Montgomery. 
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from the house are doing remarkably well and giving him so far no 
trouble. Their tasks are performed regularly and efficiently— 

Yours truly— 


Superscription 


CLAIBORNE 

Nov 

17 

A.T. 


Rufus C. Torrey— 


free 


Hon. James Dellet 

M C 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne Dec. 19th. 1843. 


Dear Sir — 

Mr. Nye wishes me to say to you that he is desirous of renting the 
grist and saw mill for another year. He proposes to pay for the saw mill 
two hundred dollars in lumber—the timber to be at $8. pr thousand. 
As to the grist mill he says the under works are very much out of repair, 
and it would be well to have a spiral wheel put in and a trunk to convey 
the water to it &c—He is willing to pay half the expense of this what 
ever it may be. Thompson is willing to do the job for about $200. He will 
do the grinding for you on the same terms as heretofore also the same 
arrangements as to the necessary blacksmith work, pecking the stones 
&c—He wishes an answer to his proposition as soon as convenient. If 
you should prefer to hire some one to take care of the mill, Mr. Nye 
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mentions Mr. Peebles, who had been living with him, as a trustworthy 
and very suitable person for the business. 

Several papers and a letter of Deer. 6th have been received for 
which I owe many thanks. As the mail is on the point of closing I can 
add no more at this time. In a few days I will write more at length, 
and will endeavor to make my lines legible. I will keep you informed 
of all occurences of interest. 

With much respect &c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Hon J. Dellet 
Superscription 

CLAIBORNE free 

Dec 19 

Hon. James Dellet— 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne Deer. 25. 1843- 

Dear Sir — 

Your letters of Dec 5 th & 7th and 14th & 16 now remaining un¬ 
answered before me, remind me that I have suffered a longer time than 
usual to elapse without writing. I also enclose a letter apparently post¬ 
marked “Hopkinsville Ky.” Since the date of my last letter I have been 
to Mobile to make some winter purchases, and to attend to some busi- 
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ness matters, then, upon my return I had business at Jackson, Clarke 
Co & St. Stephens, then on the 20th inst I was caUed to SuggsviUe to 
• stand up” to my friend Jos.. S. Williams, on the occasion of his enter¬ 
ing into the bonds of matrimony with a lady who was Miss Caro m 
Mobley. All these will, I presume, be considered a sufficient apology 
lor a little delay in writing, and the last mentioned event will account 
f or the Intelligencer being sent to SuggsviUe instead o to ac ^ n * 
are in the midst of Christmas enjoyments here, as manifested by die 
drinking of large quantities of liquor the discharge of guns and explosion 
of cracker-according to the age and taste of the parties conceme . 
Gardner Foster’s “New World” still continues to be the central point 
of attraction, where black and white, young and old most do con¬ 
gregate’ in sweet harmony. The establishment of a ten pm alley behind 
his temple is another instance of our normal reform, and the presiding 
divinity has not yet been seen sober by sober eyes The cotton mama 
still prevails to a great extent among the traders of the town, and some 
of them have been saved from destruction by the advance of the price 
to 9Vk. J. G. Lindsey is putting up a small stone house on your lot 
between Agee’s and Sam’s blacksmith shop, for the use of his brother 
lack We had hoped that Death contended with the sourge ot last 
season, had left us for a while, but he has just let fly a Parthian arrow 
and stricken down the last child of J. L. Crow. Scarlet fever (or 
Scarletina) was the disease. Dr. Lindsey has for some weeks past been 
apparently one of the happiest mortals among us. Violent an ne are 
the feelings of some men. It is strongly reported that the genius w o 
presides over the Claiborne Atlas has wilted the stony heart-and won 
the maiden affections of Miss Ann Bethea! but I waite for further de¬ 
velopments. It is hinted privately that this same genius is wavering in 
his political integrity, and is making overtures to certain whigs a ou 
town that he is ready on certain conditions to hoist the banner of Henry 
Clay. The conditions are to release the press from certain incumbrances 
&c. On all these matters I will give you due information. L. Crawtor 
has just gone down the country to spend Christmas, while E. B. Jones is 
laid on the shelf afflicted with rheumatism 0)-The same disease has 


*Note Mr. Torrey’s continued reference to Macon, in Clarke County. 'This 
County seat was for years referred to as Macon, though t e 
Grove Hill for a long time before the town itself received h 

such. 
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crippled our P Master. J. N. McClure, who creeps about, a phantom 
clothed in parchment, with his feet thrust into a huge pair of negro 
brogans. D. N. Crane fully recovered from his sickness and the con¬ 
sequent fright trips about the streets with his usual speed, and rides 
his poney as fast as ever. The latter trod in a hole the other day and 
smoothly sent him over her head. Mr. Cooper looks at present to be 
in better health than I ever before saw him, and my special pet, Morris, 
has recovered his usual good looks. The river here, after falling some 
seven feet below the hight mentioned in my last, has again risen still 
higher, and considerable water is in Hearin’s plantation opposite the 
bluff, and it may be nearly two feet in the land. Both Bullard and 
Davison are so free from it as to be in no danger. The Bigbee has con¬ 
tinued to rise from the first, and such has been the quantity of rain that 
I think the effects will be very injurious to the plantations on the bluff. 
I have told Bullard of your complaints at his not writing oftener. He 
promises to write soon, but cannot see the propriety of writing when he 
has nothing to write about. But Bullard is not a philosopher. Mr. & Miss 
Douglas get smoothly on in their school with numbers gradually in¬ 
creasing. Mr. Agee’s house is full to overflowing but I will not under¬ 
take to state how many he shelters, last I might be lost in such a cluster 
of the flowers of loveliness. (I know not but such declarations may fall 
upon a cold ear, but they are certainly ponderable coming from me, con¬ 
sidering the single blessedness of my condition—nor can it be considered 
as a fair offset to your description of the brilliant glorious beautiful 
gorgeous reflecting refracting & coruscating scene presented by the sun 
shining on your show clad amphitheatre, after the rain hail and snow 
storm so truthfully described in your letter of the 7th ult.) Mr. Cooper 
has had no talk with Mr. Blount respecting the continuance of the case 
of Patterson vs. yourself, and in order to be on the safe side in the 
matter, the subpoenas will be issued, and the case be made ready for 
trial—Quite a company are now assembled preparatory to going to Macon 
at the celebration on the 27th. From Macon I proposed to go to Tus¬ 
caloosa having business more than enough to pay my expenses, and being 
desirous of being admitted to practice in the supreme court.—Lisbon 
Cook has been in town to see about some money which he expects to 
receive from you in the course of the next month. There was nothing 
on my memoranda respecting the matter & I presume Dr. Lindsey has 
spoken to you about it. I shall remain in Tuscaloosa but one week, and 
propose to be in Claiborne again by the 9th or 10th of Jany. The last 
mail brought me serveral papers and documents and two letters for all 
which my thanks are due. For cool impudence the N. Y. Herald excels 
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all others, and is really one of the most readable papers in the Union. 
I regret that my letters should be difficult to read. It did not occur to 
me that a wrire of hieroglyphics could find any difficulty in decypher¬ 
ing those of others—but with less haste I will endeavor to do better. 
Please give my best respects to your family and again receive my thanks 
for your several favors. 

truly & sincerely &c 

Rufus C. Torrey— 

Hon. Jas. Dellet 

P. S. The acct. sent me from the office of the Intelligencer is correct, 
though in my letter to you I did not propose to pay beyond the first of 
Jany 1844, which would make the amt. $15, but I am indifferent as to 
the time, whether it be Jany or July. R.C.T. P.S. 2d. I have just learned 
that our fat friend Goldthwaite is elected Judge beating Clay &c. 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

Dec 26 Free 

A.T. 

Hon. Jas. Dellet— 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne Feby 29, 1844. 

Hon James Dellet—Between the hours of 10 & 11 o’clock at night, when 
most honest men are asleep, I force an opportunity to make a hasty and 
imperfect answer to no less than ten letters which are now lying before. 
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No, 1, refers to the mill and Mr. Nye and the note in favor of Lisbon 
Cook. I have conferred with Bullard and Dr. Lindsey as to the mill 
matter, but not all of us together. We will soon come to a determination. 

I doubt the propriety of acceding to Mr. Nye’s proposition. He has done 
no grinding for some time before you left Alabama, although the com 
was kept on hand so as to keep the plantation always supplied. Bullard 
also complains that the lumber, which has been furnished is of an in¬ 
ferior quality, particularly as to being of different lengths. Mr. Nye has 
told me that he was going to Arkansas, or somewhere west in the course 
of the Summer, preparatory to a permanent move in the winter. Linder 
these circumstances I doubt the propriety of giving him the mill, but I 
shall leave it to the more mature judgment of the Dr. and Bullard. You 
will know the result soon. Lisbon Cook has sold out and gone west, as 
I am informed. I will make inquiries as to the amount of his note on you 
and get it if possible. It was not on the memorandum left by you with 
me. I will write further on this subject in my next.—No. 2, also refers 
to Nye & the mill. If Nye has it, he will be bound to the stipulations you 
mention. No. 3, refers to the administration on the estate of “Dr. Jos. 
Edwards” and the papers or claims on it, left by you in the hands of 
Mr. Cooper I have not yet had the time to make the enquiries you 
mention, but they will receive my earliest attention. No. 4, refers to the 
ferry, Jas. G. Lindsey and to Carson. Lindsey has said nothing to me on 
the subject since the first of Jany. and Bullard says he, CL) informed 
him, that he could put his money to a better use, or something to that 
effect. So I regard the matter as at an end. Mr. Carson, about a week 
since went for the west, with all his chattels and all his family. He 
promised to be back at the Circuit Court (3d Monday of March). The 
Adms on the estate of Gray propose to finally settle the estate about a 
year from the present. I cited them to a settlement on the 1st Monday 
of March, at the instance of John Arthur. Whenever they may be pre¬ 
pared for a final settlement, your claims will not be neglected. No. 5, is 
a good four paged letter, relating to Mr. Calhoun politics, matters & 
things in general and Judge Pearson in particular. I have said nothing 
respecting the Judge and the widow, because I intend that my informa¬ 
tion shall be of the most authentic kind. Though the judge is doubtless 
courting the widow with as much assiduity as a monk ever sought the 
gates of Heaven, and report says that he has purchased Capt. Hender¬ 
son’s house & agrees to give $3000—for it. Yet I doubt whether the 
grand consummation to which he so anxiously looks, will ever take 
place. 1st. because judging the future by the past, the judge’s ill luck 
heretofore does not warrant much faith in his success in the present 
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instance—2d. because the women say he is rather a unlovable man any 1 
bow.” 3d. because if the lady in question has given him any sort of 
encouragement, yet "vctrium et mutabtte semper" &c. 4th, because the 
lady has been heretofore rather remarkable in the character of a flirt.'On 
the other hand, if the opinions of Mr. Weller, senior, are correct, vid- 
ders” will bite any sort of bait, and are peculiarly dangerous. So the 
matter rests. Nos. 6-7-8-9, four letters of the date of Feby 17. Mr Cooper 
has the matter of the ferry in charge, and doubtless the matter will he 
adjusted soon. Mr. Draughon goes on your bond. I will examine the law 
as to the duty of the judge &c in this matter. The drafts in favor of 
Bullard and Davison drawn on nobody have come to hand. I have drawn 
black lines across your name and filed them away. The other drafts are 
received and ready for the respective overseers-the receipts are drawn 
according to your directions. The books of which you have written are 
still in the office, occupying the lower shelf of the law book case. I will 
see that they are not lost mislaid or injured. I think they are better here 
than in the house, as the books there are some covered with mould. No. 
10, is a letter 4 pages date Feby 20 and what the European correspondent 
of the Nat. Intelligencer would head with “Miscellaneous —but to the 
matters therein contained I cannot now advert, as it is approaching the 
‘noon of night.’ I .can return your congratulations on the healthy state 
of affairs in Maryland and the good effects which may be expected. 
I saw, two days ago, Mr. Clay* in Mobile, who appears to be in 
fine health. Our school is at present under examination and makes a 
good appearance. There will be no vacation between this and the follow 
ing session. Please excuse me if I leave: other matters till my next, and 
pardon my sins of omission and commission, for I feel disinclined to 

reperuse these pages. 

With great respect & haste yours truly, 

Rufus C. Torrey 


Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

March 

5 

A.T. 


Hon. James Dellet 
M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


f 


*This has reference to the visit of Henry Clay, who at that time was 
traveling in the Deep South and who a few days subsequent to this, took 
the steamboat to Montgomery and from that point travelled by stage on 
to Milledgeville, in Georgia. He received an ovation during his travels. 
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Claiborne 1st March, 1844. 

* 

Hon Jas. Dellet — , 

Dear Sir. I have just seen Mr. Cooper respecting the claim of 
“Drumright, Walker and Daley” vs the estate of the late “Dr. Jas. B. 
Edwards.” The claims are in Mr. Cooper’s possession. I shall be at Mon¬ 
roeville on Monday the 4th and then will examine into the matter of 
the administration. In the meanwhile Mr. Cooper says the Dr. never 
was worth shucks in his life-time, and consequently his estate, after his 
death, cannot be expected to be much better. Mr. C. doubts if there 
was ever any administation on the estate of the Dr. 

Our weather is beautifully mild and warm. All the trees and ladies 
have put on their most blooming looks and attractive dresses. The grape 
vines, of which I recently wrote, are not dead, but are sprouting finely. 
Most of the smaller branches perished, but the parent stocks are full 
of life. Mr. Cooper will write to you, after Monday the 4th, respecting 
the matters you have communicated to him. 

Respectfully &c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

March f 

5 Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

Washington 

D. C. 
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Monroeville, March 5, 1844 


Hnn las. Dellet—Dear Sir. 1 have just examined the records of the 

orphans court as to the matter of Dr. jas. ts. taw , 

is no showing respecting him since the year 1833, when the «c 

Probably *ere was no 

estate. I do not know whether he died before or after 183 . 

This night, the fifth of March, Judge Pearson is to be married to 

the widow Harwell. The ceremony is to come off at the house of F. . 
'“opposition on the part of her mother is probably the reason 

of this arrangement. 

I have just received the Intelligencer of the 23d. of Feby. conning 
a meager outline of your remarks on the 25th rule questton. I trust we 

shall soon receive a more extended sketch. 

Your bond for the ferry was filed in this court yesterday. The law 

of 1839 rendered on petition unnecessary, and Mr. ooper i no 
t To derive you of'your right there must have been a forfeiture and 

ten days notice to you. The matter is now definitely settled. 

Mr. Clay passes by Claiborne tomorrow morning. 

Yours with much respect 

Rufus C. Torrey 


Superscription 

Monroeville Ala ) 
March 5. 44 ) 


Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

Washington 

D. C. 
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Claiborne 4th March, 1844 

Dear Sir — 

Your favor of the 28th ult announcing the dreadful catastrophy on 
board the U. S. Steamer Princeton, was received yesterday. Owing to 
several successive failures of the mail the news reached us one or two 
days before by way of Mobile. I feel some interest to know how the 
places of the deceased in the public councils may be filled. 

Mr. E. L. Smith has proposed to me to settle your claims on the 
estate of S. P. Grey in the following manner. The real estate, as I in¬ 
formed you, was sold for $750,—half cash, the balance due on the 1st. 
of January 1845. The note for the second payment ($28.75.) is signed 
by Jos. Barfield, (Mrs. Harris’s son in law) by Mrs. Harris and by S. R. 
Davis. Now Smith & Allen propose to transfer this note to you in dis¬ 
charge of your claim against the estate, on condition you pay them the 
difference between the amount of the note and your claims, which, by 
calculating the interest on your claims up to the present time, and 
making the proper discount on the note till it becomes due, would be 
not far from eight hundred dollars, probably a little more than this. The 
first payment of the purchase money of the land was made in Ala. bank 
bills, and conversation took place as to the currency in which the note 
was to be made, but nothing determinate was fixed upon, except the 
note was drawn payable in so many dollars. I am inclined to think the 
makers expect to pay in State bank money, and the adms. intend to 
exact specie, which they can do if they please. I further am inclined 
to believe that if this arrangement is not made, the adms. intend to dis¬ 
charge your claims in State bank paper, on the ground that the claims 
is favor of the estate were collected in this currency and as they collected, 
so they must pay out. Please give me your views on their proposition, as 
soon as convenient. 

As to the mill. After full deliberation between Lindsey, Bullard 
and myself, and personal inspection as to the condition of the mill, we 
concluded to let Nye have it on the following terms. Thompson is to 
repair the mill in the most complete manner, on the most improved 
iplan, so that it will grind from ten to fifteen bushels per hour. This is 
to do for the sum of $185. to be paid, one half by Nye and the other 
by yourself, on the completion of the job. Then Nye is to send him one 
hand, and Bullard the same till the work is complete. Thereupon Nye 
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■ t0 do all your grinding for both plantations promptly and faithfully 
and is moreover to furnish six thousand feet of lumber quarterly accord¬ 
ing to bills to be furnished by Bullard, all of which is to be executedI m 
the best manner. Both of these agreements ate to be put in writing 
rigidly insisted on. Bullard and the doctor say that the mill has become 
very much out of order and grinds very indifferently, and it warn 
impossible to run the saw at the same time wrth the grist mill in th 
summer, the consumption of water would be so great Upon their more 
™Ture and practical judgment I have relied in this matter, and con¬ 
sidering all things I think the course we have adopted tc _he 
the best. Redick can be of much more service to Bullard, than if placed 
at the mill, and Tom the ferryman can take the flat over the river, but 
in any other sphere of action he appears to me too wise to learn an 
too swpid to be instructed. I trust that in this matter you will have no 
occasion to regret the grant of plenary powers which you conferre 

upon us« 

lohn Fryer lately called upon me saying he had a claim upon you 
for some seed peas which he furnished some years since and that Dr 
Lindsey is cognisant of the matter-that the amount after deducting 
small blacksmith bill, will be eight or ten dollars. Shall I pay i 


Your old friend Lovett has called upon me for a will which had 
been deposited with you. I looked in the safe in all the nooks to w ic 
1 had access, but found it not. There is one depository which is close 

against me. 

Tudge Pearson is irretrievably married, at the time and place de¬ 
signated in my last. But “by Jupiter" I reckon he had to stand more at 
the last pinch than he contracted for. I do think he was somewhat 
“trifled with.” It seems that at the last ticklish moment, the moment big 
with fate, a marriage contract was thrust in his face, by which he was 
relieved of all cares of property and pecuniary matters (excepting to 
satisfy the claims of his own stomach and to cover his own back) I he 
widow gives all her property, which she had in right of her former 
husband, to her child and Mark W. Harwell is his guardian. And as 
to the balance of her property, I understand the Judge cannot touch 
the picayune of it; and I see by a recent decision of the Supreme court, 
that the Matheson estate has been severely mulched. A brother of the 
widow, has, as I hear, sent a kind and fraternal notice to the Judge 
the he will kill him, if he crosses his path. John Bracy was present, see- 
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ing to the marriage settlement, became too drunk to sit up, cursed a little 
and then retired per force of fatigue. The ceremony was deferred an 
hour or more before all matters could be arranged, but it was finished 
glories of this world pass away. What is to become of the purchase of 
at last, and the Judge has gone on a pleasure excursion. And so the 
Capt. Henderson's house: 1 I have not yet ascertained the amount of Lis¬ 
bon Cook's note, but will endeavor to find it soon. On Monday next 
the circuit commences at Monroeville. Judge Chapman on the bench. 
I will keep you informed of all proceedings. My respects to all who enjoy 
the privilege of my letters. 

Respectfully &C 
Rufus C. Torrey 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

March 
12 


f 

Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne April 15, 1844. 

Hon. James Dellet— 

Dear Sir. During my absence at the Clarke & Washington courts, 
two letters came here from you, dated 22d. March, which I now ac¬ 
knowledge. As to the proposition of Smith & Allen to “swap” notes and 
pay your claim upon the estate of Grey by transferring their note which 
they hold against Mrs. Harris et al, I will suggest the course which you 
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mention—i. e. that you pay the difference when the Harris no.* is col- 
lected—but it wont take-they want the money. I reckon John Arthur 
r calling upon them for a settlement, and I am inclined to think their 
affairs have remained already too long without settlement. 

We have been compelled to make a different arrangement as to 
the mills. Thompson could not finish his work upon the grist mill for 
some six or eight weeks, and the expense was found to be so grea 
Nye bolted from paying half the expense & at the same time grin 
out toll. So it was concluded to put some $30. worth of repairs upo 
it, which will be done immediately, and we trust it will operate well. 

The saw-mill works admirably. 

I will settle the little peas acct of Fryer and the more readily, as Dr. 
Neal Smith has received his land from him, which he did at the late 
Clarke court. The business of that court was finished on Thursday sub 
sequent to the date of my last letter, although the twentieth case on the 
civil docket was not reached on the regular call. Friday was wholly con¬ 
sumed in the trial of Stephen Williamson for killing his slave. Williams 
'& myself were his original counsel, but as the case assume a a ap 
pearance, we advised the aid of Mr. Cooper, and we succeeded in^ clean 
ing him, very much to the disappointment to the judge, who exhibited 
signs of much anger. But the proof was wholly circumstantial, and if the 
whole had been brought out, it would have appeared that the negro . 
raised his axe against his owner. The labor and excitement o the courts 
for the preceeding weeks somewhat affected Mr. Coopers health, and 
deranged his stomach, so much so that during his argument in the Wil¬ 
liamson case he fainted qiute away, and was carried from the house. 
This circumstance prevented his going to Washington county, where 
bv the bye, we had some rare scenes, mingled with fighting, cutting, 
drunkenness in which latter show the jailer, tavern-keeper, lawyer, p y* 
sician politician and general factotum of the county, known among men 
as S. S. Houston, played a conspicuous part. Mr. Cooper appears pre y 
well again, but does not look so well as he did previous to court. The 
weather has been delightful for some weeks past, but there is now an 
universal cry for rain. On the other side of the river the cotton is com¬ 
ing up finely and Bullard informs me that he has his all planted, except¬ 
ing a few patches where the water remained later than usual. The trees 
appear now to have full sized leaves and the China trees are in u 
bloom. Peach trees promise an abundance of fruit, the peaches alrea y 
being as large as at the end of one’s thumb .-perhaps I might say with 
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as much propriety as large as pebble stones or a piece of chalk—Straw¬ 
berries too begin to show ruddy cheeks, but yet will bear sweetening. 
Mrs Draughon has been quite sick of late, but is now recovering, while 
the progress of Clayism and his affair with Smith & Allen keep Mr. 
Draughon in abundance of matter for reflection and conversation. A 
rare scene came off to-day in the Masonic lodge room. Saunder the Jew 
merchant, and another of his tribe, whose name is not found recorded 
among the seventy thousand who returned from the Babylonist captivity, 
took unto themselves each a wife. The novelty of the affair attracted 
quite a crowd. They were married first by W. R. Agee, who made a 
short wholesome ceremony of it—then Emanuel the Jew preacher tied 
them together after the manner of the sons of Abraham, giving us a 
specimen of the pure Hebrew—and then Sander did the agreeable by 
inviting the company to his house where dinner & wine &c awaited us. 
Full justice was of course done to the Champagne and judging from the 
sounds which now assail my ear it seems to have affected some of the 
young men as Falstaff’s “good Shem’s sack” did him, by ascending him 
into the train. 

I understand that a most excellent review came off on Friday last, 
during my absence at Court. Martha Raynal had taken her departure 
for home, but the number of scholars still continues about sixty. Brother 
Lea, I understand, resigns his command ina few days, finding it as dif¬ 
ficult as your own honorable body frequently does, to keep a quorum 
present. ' 

A party comes off to-morrow night at Mr. Agee’s—probably in honor 
of his son, who is at home now, reposing a week or two on his academical 
laurels. The subject of the ‘Annexation’ makes some talk here, but not 
much. It appears to excite some little speculation and curiosity, but not 
much. I will write again shortly. Writing up on politics would be send¬ 
ing coals to New Castle^ so I generally omit them. The forty speeches, 
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,„ hich I received, I severed in Clarke, with which the democracy of 
that enlightened region seem much pleased. Truly Yours 




Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

April 

Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 


Claiborne Tuesday morning April 23d. 1844. 


Hon. Jas. Dellet. 

Dear Sir. Since my last letter I have been to Mobile on some^busi¬ 
ness matters and returned on Sunday morning last. Engagementsm 
Clarke Co. prevented my going to Baldwin Co. bu y P 

down by Mr. Blount, who obtained judgments on the "Otes 
d. Mr. Cooper has given me a note dated April 1831b 

G. Smith and signed by Henry T. Davis, amount $ ■ f 

•mnears to be the party in interest. This note has been in judgment tor 

A flip Sheriff informed Mr. Blount that he had the money, 
some time, and the Shenti intorme ^ he WQuld not pay it t0 

but declined to pay it over to him, a p name of 

me without an order from you or the attorney of iecord , r' " “ if 

the Sheriff is William Wilkins. I should like such an or y , 

you desire me to collect the money, also directions as to whom 1 should 

pay the money. Mr Cooper received the note from you. 

The weather has been warm of late with pleasant and very oppor 
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tune showers. The prospects of good crops were never more flattering 
than at present. Fruit trees promise all that one could desire, and nature 
never wore a more pleasant aspect. 

The “party” at Mr. Agee’s, of which mention was made in my last, 
came off as expected. The crowd was great, embracing all sizes & con¬ 
ditions of people, Jews & gentiles, great and small, rich and poor the 
sedate and the gay, drunk and sober, the old and young, the citizens of 
long standing and the strangers within our gates, all were there. Even 
Dr. Dossey and the Misses Murphy & the girls of bro. Lea’s school all 
came on the broad platform of Mr. Agee’s hospitality. The worthy Esq. 
himself is now gone to Arkansas, but not to remain there. Mrs. Draugh- 
on is now recovering from her attack of sickness, and Mr. Draughon is 
enjoying an interlude of fever & chills which cling to him with the char¬ 
acteristic obstinancy of a Scotch constitution. 

I presume you are now in full blast on the tariff question. Some 
modifications may be made, but I cannot think any essential alterations 
will be attempted. Visionary theories are given way to the evidence of 
stubborn facts with the people, and I have yet to learn that the present 
tariff is unpopular with the mass in any part of our county. I am per¬ 
suaded that the late excellent speech of Judge Berrien will be produc¬ 
tive of much good. Mr. Van Buren’s friends will not dare to hazard his 
success in Pennsylvania, N York, Ohio and other tariff States by advo¬ 
cating the free trade or horizontal plans. The “Annexation” question 
question is regarded here as a mere speculation, or feeler, thrown out, 
and the general impression is that the matter will wholly subside soon, 
especially if Congress will adjourn in May or the first of June.—I will 
write again by the Friday’s mail. 

With Much respect &c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

April 26 
A. T. 

F 

Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 
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Claiborne Friday morning Apr. 26, 1844 

Dear Sir— . 

In my letter of last Tuesday 1 promised to write by the day’s mail, 
and I am reminded of my promise by the arrival, this ®ormn^ f ^ 
favor of the 15th inst. In a late letter from Monroeville, I must have 

made a strange mistake in my account of the suit of F. S. Blo “ n ™ f 
n An aress It appears I wrote you that Blount had recovered $500 ol 
Lt;Tor professional service. If I did so, I did not intend it. I meant 

to state the suit was brought for that sum, and that Blount rec ^ ed 
five dollars and no more-and this was for a certain bond which Bloun 
drew up at the time. Of course your surprise will now be somewh 
diminished. Your never made any communication to me respecUng; *at 
suit and my first knowledge of it was obtained from seeing it on the 
docket. I had no opportunity of conversing with die defendant UJ 

trial and he not knowing my connexion with you, ha emp oy 
& Morrissette, He afterwards apoligised to me for passing me over, no 
knowing I had any connexion with the matter. 1 atded Howard m the 
management of the case, hut made no talk, for the reason above smted^- 
fefferson Reid, who lately made a visit to Wetumpka has returned^ 
through the gracious clemency of his Excellency. He lives near Little 
River, in Crawford’s region and has a half breed wi e. e on y wi nes 
against him afterwards became convinced that he was mistaken in the 
person. Proper representations being made he was at once pardoned, 
and very properly. It was clearly established that he had nothing to o 
with the crime with which he was charged, and he would have found. no 
difficulty in the matter, had Judge Chapman been in h.s right m . 
To me the judge seem partially insane during the whole course of the 

circuit. 

Lindsey (DrO has lately been over both plantations, and rejxirts 
favorably as to the stand of cotton. Daviston will replant some| our 

acres—all the rest will do well. He desires me to say he will l m J 
the next mail, not having time that morning. I have been quite unwe 
for three days past, from causes not uncommon in this climate in th 
Spring of the year, but hope to he better soon. All matters in which y 
are interested are doing well-and for want of time before the m 
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doses I am obliged to speak of them in the lump. Under more favorable 
circumstances you mite hear from me more at large. 

Truly yours &c 

Rufus C. Toney 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

April 

26 

A.T. 

Hon. James Dellet 

M.C. 

City of Washington 
D. C. 


Claiborne May 2d, 1844— 

Hon Jas. Dellet— 

Dear Sir — Since the date of my last I have to acknowledge your 
favor of the 19 and 23d Apr. After a word or two of business matters 
J will recur to them. I wrote to you some time in Feby. last that an agent 
cf Pratt had called on me for the price of two gins supplied by him to 
you. two days since he called again, saying that the account fell due the 
first of March, and Pratt mentioned the money. As you gave me no di¬ 
rections respecting this matter, I could do nothing with this man and 
told him so. He begged me to write again, which I accordingly do. The 
gins have been received since you left and are working well, as Bullard 
says. You left with me at your departure $1650, and paid to Gales & 
Seaton, I presume, $18.00—at least I have a recpt to that effect, only it 
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is not signed by them, also the sum of $6.00 to the same for J. S. Wil¬ 
liams. These two sums I have passed to your credit, as well as the sum 
of $6.80 paid on an old blacksmith account. These make an aggregate 
of $1680.80, with which I am charged. From this sum 1 have paid 
$1414.97^ leaving an unexpended balance in my hands or 4 

Ala. currency. This of course is not sufficient to pay for the two gins 
i. e . $300. Besides the Keith note, of $175, and the $150, in the case 
of Edward L. Smith vs. Arthur have not been presented or called for. 
In addition to the above sum of $265.8214 I have rec’d from the ferry, 
between the 26th Octr. last and the 1st of May 1670 dimes-say $167.00 
-$188.00 in Ala bank bills & $78.6814 in specie. Reckoning the dimes 
at ten to the dollar and the bills at par, the aggregate receipts for five 
months and one week, are $433.68 1/6-1 deem it proper to keep the fer¬ 
ry account in this way because dimes and bills are somewhat fluctuating 
in value. Our bills are now at 10 @ 11 pr ct discount and dimes go 
® io to the dollar—This statement will enable you to give me such in- 
ttructions as may be necessary touching this claim of Pratt, and the 
others I have spoken of. Also as to the currency they are to be paid in. 
Ala. currency is now generally refused except at the discount-but it will 
pay off small claims in the country. I have not reckoned up the black¬ 
smith money, but the amount is not large. Mr. Draughon’s acct. amount¬ 
ing to some $56, has been drawn off, presented and passed to your 
credit. Smith & Allen have given me no answer to your proposition as 
to the manner of discharging your claims vs. the estate of S. r. Grey. 
They will not accept it, as their object was to raise money for a present 
emergency. On Monday next they make a show of the condition of the 
estate and your claims will have a place in their exhibit. This much tor 

business. 


I see the Senate have got fairly at the Texas treaty and the I ouse 
at the Tariff. Will they not both prove abortions for the present session. 
The meager majority for taking up the tariff bill, shows to my satisfac¬ 
tion that the general principles of the present law will not be disturbed. 
The friends of Mr. Van Buren dare not hazard his prospects m N York, 
Pennsvlvania, Ohio and other tariff states by altering it, except it be 
by some slight modifications. I consider the present more merely as a 
pinch of snuff to the offended dignity of southern horizontalism. I trust 
also that the balance of the discussion will be conducted with less o 
hostile demonstration than that which occurred between Messrs ite 
and Rathbun and the pistol shooting spectator. Such things do not tell 
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well abroad. No one here seems to think that the Texas question will 
be carried the present session, nor do I know of but few who particu¬ 
larly desire it, particularly if Mexico is not a willing party to the trans¬ 
action, Whatever may be the fact respecting the boundary treaty of 1819, 
from that period Texas has been de jure et de facto an integral part of 
Mexico, nor has she yet relinquished her claims to it. Considering our 
present treaty relations with that country, I do not at present see how 
we can incorporate Texas into the U. S. without the consent of Mexico, 
except by a breach of national faith almost without parallel among 
Christian nations. That it would redound greatly to the benefit of Texas 
is undoubtedly true. So it might stimulate trade in Missouri and the 
States on the Ohio, but how would it affect property in Alabama, when 
property is already low enough'?—Besides, if the constitution will allow 
of an appropriation for the Mississippi and not for the Illinois, and if it 
will allow of a tariff to highest point of the revenue standard, but a 
fraction over that line will justify a dissolution of the Union and a re¬ 
sort to arms, in what section & clause shall we find this power to incor¬ 
poration an independent nation without our own, surely not in that 
which declares that “all powers not herein granted are reserved to the 
states and the people”—Is it of that plastic and yielding nature that it 
can be moulded to any shape to suit the purposes of all men on all oc¬ 
casions? Is it not rather singular that this Protean constitution should 
be adopted most earnestly by these who call themselves par excellence’ 
strict constructionists? These are some of the points suggested to my mind 
on this important subject, and I am far from being alone in them. There 
is a greater indifference here on this matter than you could imagine. It 
is a common saying that it is a result that must occur at last, but the 
present is not the time. I am aware that yOu differ from these view's, 
but I do not court a controversy or argument on them. Not much said 
on politics here at present, a lull awaiting the result of the Baltimore 
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convention. The truth is, we have nothing to contend with at present. 
No honor in kicking a dead carcass. 


Yors truly &c 
Rufus C. Torrey 


Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

May 

3 


Hon. James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D.C. 


Claiborne July 26, 1844. 


Hon. James Dellet — 


Dr. Sir. I am induced to write this morning because the mail goes 
out East, a feeling of a duty to be performed rests upon me. I do not 
know that I have any thing in the way of news to add. Did I state in 
my last that Mr. Dumas, father of J. C. S. C. D.-died a few days since? 
The health of the town remains good. I know of no sickness now. Crane 
left us yesterday for the north & Douglas follows in a few days. His sis¬ 
ters both remain in the country during the summer, and the school will 
he resumed in the fall. The financial condition of the school is not 
flourishing, although the number of scholars was large. Many came in 
late and left early and deductions being made accordingly, the revenue 
has fallen off. Mr Cooper is yet engaged in building additions to his 
country place, and will have a pretty house when completed-which may 
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be a month hence. Our Rev. brother Lea will probably take his quarters 
with him when the berth is ready. Mr. Lea has remained so quiet of 
late that I can find another item respecting him. The legal dignitary of 
the place, whose Judicial mantle first fell upon the shoulders of Jacob 
Rau & then upon my humble self, is also putting up a house a mile from 
town, and nearly opposite Howard’s place, a right pretty place in fact, 
but selected with Irish discretion in not being within rifle shot of water. 
But more than Irish discretion was used to get possession of the house. 
A client in Clarke obtained a judgment of more than $100, vs. the late 
Geo. S. Morris—had his Ex. levied upon his real estate in Claiborne, 
instructed M & P. to purchase it at Sheriffs sale, if it did not bring the 
amount of his judgment. The house brought some $40,000. M & P. took 
the deed in their own name, deducted the full amount of the commissions 
on the judgment and paid the balance, some $20 odd, to the client. The 
house is now removed to the. summit of Perdue Hill and soon will shel¬ 
ter the wise head of the ex-judge. Blessed are they whom the Lord hath 
made naturally smart! A few months since a houseless and homeless law¬ 
yer walked the streets, smiling and happy indeed, and yet not “fixed” 
in life. Now he has wife and child, house and lot and lot without house 
in town, and house and lot in the country, and I know not what fortune 
in reversion or expectancy on the other side of the river. But the Hender¬ 
son place is yet to be paid for, and thereby is a drag. Howard rejoices in 
a daughter added to his house, and he is now stumping it through the 
country with Morrisset. The lions of the democracy, Fowler and Moore 
do not hunt for themselves, but D. M. Murphy and Roach have kindly 
offered their services to play the jackall —and so furious spouting is the 
consequence. This is all well. It is rare that a Whig of Monroe can be 
caught by so stale a bait as this Texas hobby of the Capt. and which 
has been shamefully stolen from under him by Polk—while the strong 
mullification phase which the question is assuming, has turned more 
than one democrat into our ranks. We are scattering Waddy Thompson’s 
letter through the county, and can beat our opponent in activity and 
organization. A barbecue is advertised at “Capt Connell’s springs”— 
(sometimes called Jamestown) next Saturday, but on the Saturday prev- 
ious to the election we have one at Claiborne, at which we intend to 
draw a goodly number. We are by no means remiss in this quarter, and 
I shall be mistaken if the new convert is not worse beaten this heat, than 
he ever was before. By the bye, if Polk has stolen Tylor’s Texas thunder, 
Clay’s tariff thunder & Jackson's hickory thunder, how will he succeed 
on the old Gen.’s principle, that they who trade on borrowed capital 
ought to break? 
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I have not been at the town house since I wrote last, but I willbe 
more faithful in this respect, as the peaches beginning to ripen. 1 e 
orange trees are now doing better. We have of rain now more than 
enough It was well for you on the west side of the nver, butwill cause 
,00 much shedding on the ridge in Bullard’s jurisdiction. TTiere have 
been one or two light cases of fever at both plantations, but nothing of 
consequence? Mr. Daughon’s family are all more than well. Mr. D. 
drinking regularly of the mineral spring which flows gently withm ten 
St of the one they use from, and which is certainly stronger in mineral 
properties than Capt. Connell’s. It dies cotton cloth of a copperas co or 
!nd maple bark gives the water a deep color darker than claret. He^.s 
now looking for a place to build upon, near to your spring. Is there not 
some prospect of its being hereafter too celebrated? Your fnends make 
frequent enquiries as to the time of your returning here, especially with re¬ 
gard to the presidential canvass. Many of them expect to her from you m 
October and I will venture a hope that they may not be wholly disap- 
nointed-our Baptist brother, Morrow, proprietor of the Mound Spring 
has been tried for establishing a billiard table, a ten pm alk,-aprinking 

establishment, and other “innocent amusements for the ben 

who patronise his house, but in these the church found nothing mcom 
sistent with the duties and professions of a ChnsUan minister ancl » 
brother Morrow has been honorably acquitted. A very severe ftght oc¬ 
curred a. a Baptist church near Wm. Pugh’s residence, a few Sabbaths 
since, in which two of Pugh’s sons were worsted. It was a religious out 
break, caused by the conflicting opinions of a Mormon and thei BapUste. 
Isham Rindell (?) of Clarke, lately whipped a schoolmaster at Ma 
after a pretty fight, particulars not given. Are we not improving? an 
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can these be the results of “progressive democracy”?—With respects to 
your family &c I remain truly &c 

R. C. Torrey 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

Jul 

26 

A.T. 

CULPE- 

AUG 

6 

VA 

Hon. Jas. Dellet 

M. C. 

(Apparently forwarded to White Sulphur) 
Virginia 


Claiborne, Deer. 9, 1844. 

Dear Sir—The pressure of business on my hands, since you left our vil¬ 
lage, has been so great, that up to this time I have hardly found oppor¬ 
tunity of resuming my “correspondence,” a species of writing which cer¬ 
tain newspapers deem to be of, the greatest consequence to their readers 
—may it in some degree be so considered by mine!—If a foreign corres¬ 
pondence is most interesting to those at home—still more so will be even 
a few lines from home to those at a distance—“pressure of business” will 
be recognised as the best apology in these dull times—but really a six 
weeks absence from the office, a tedious week in Orphans work at Mon¬ 
roeville, issuing seven rules against the sheriff of Clarke, filing a bill in 
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Chancey, settling estates without number, beset with four live, talking 
widows at one time (and I but a weak single man) besides being sent 
for a distance of twenty five miles to the very verge of Wilcox, just to 
ioin two turtle doves in the holy bonds of matrimony, and this it t the 
most furious rain storm of the season-all these form a most delightlu 
compound to accupy the mind of a placid gentleman like myself-Lose 
my credit for marrying!” forsooth-for not kissing the old women pipes 
and all”—does this look like it? Poor fellow! I could not go-I was .absent 
at Baldwin splashing through the mud, the only relic of Blakely s fallen 
greatness. So the swain was fain to call upon Agee, who supplied my 
place longo intervdlo -while I think of it-will you write to your uneasy 
correspondent, in Tennessee, informing that I have collected his nioney 
of Harry J. Davis in Baldwin. The suit was brought in the name of John 
G. Smith, exe &c—and the amount due the plaintiff is $126.13—for 
which I trust he will be duly thankful!—I do not know his address. Since 
the Ex-govemor’s departure, all has been quiet here. The James springs 
have not been sold, although the capt offers this as well as the balance 

of his property to the highest bidder. 

The governor’s message has come to us. The best joke in it is his 
extolling the disinterested and self-sacrificing patriotism of Col W. R. 
King in accepting the mission to France—and citing it as an instance of 
distinguished love for the people. A vast deal of such patriotism now 
afloat. On the coming in of the new administration cant some other 
patriot, equally pure, be found to relieve the over burthened shoulders 

of Mr. King. 

The bar of this place has received a new acquisition in the person 
of Sam’l. C. Strawler, Esq. now attorney & counsellor at law & solicitor 
in chancery—God help us!—E. B. Jones occupies his office, Silas Craw¬ 
ford not appearing here—retired home. He recently joined the church— 
but it wont stick. I think he did it as a check upon his appetite and 
recent indications lead me to fear the experiment will prove unsuccessful. 
As for Pearson, I have hardly seen him since you wished him a tighter 
cravat-and Murphy rarely appears among us. Dr. Lindsey, poor old 
man! is confined to his room by rheumatism—racked with pains and slow¬ 
ly moving about with grinning countenance. Dr. L. R. Moore, in favor 
of annexation, has quietly moved his negroes away, those from his a- 
ther’s estate—and sent them where his creditors cannot reach them. It 
strikes me he relinquished all claim to them in open court-and yet this 
looks not like it, but what can we hope for one who votes for Polk and 
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immediate annexation. I believe the, "Dr. will follow, himself, after a 
while. In accordance; with the fashion, Sam Johnson went off with his 
negroes between two days—bank judgments pressing rather .hard upon 
him. Seven of the negroes, however, being opposed to annexation, took 
to the woods as it is said. Sam, himself has made his reappearance. 

* ; i , i ' 

I took tea to-night with Mrs. Wormley. You will be pleased to learn 
that Mrs. Wormley appears much better in health than when you left. 
Her elastic step and sprightly conversation seem quite different from 
the feeble inertia, w'hen I first met at your house. D. N. Crane has at 
length returned from the north, accompanied by a pale brother, an un¬ 
fledged doctor, who is travelling for his health, very agreeable withail, 
and is billeted on me as a winter companion, but we can get along to¬ 
gether without crowding, as he is somewhat more slender in person than 
myself. The possession of Jo Lindsey’s stone house has been given to 
me—& it will probably be ready for your use in April. I doubt whether 
it will be in demand before that time. The school is doing well, the num¬ 
ber of pupils gradually increasing. I was present at a late review, and 
succeeded to admiration in frightening a young class in Geometry. It 
would have puzzled Euclid or Legenda to give names to some of the 
figures they; ran upon the black board. Mary Barnes, formerly a pupil 
of Mr. Lea’s school, will be married to Robt Hanrick on the 18th inst. 
So goes the world, a stormy time is expected, and if any thing of note 
should occur, I will not fail to note it. I have nothing new to add re¬ 
specting the plantations. All, so far as I can learn, goes on smoothly. 
Tom of the. ferry goes on like an old watch, and Sam of the shop has 
learned the discount on Ala. bank money. Trusting soon to hear of the 
doings at the federal city, I remain &c 

Rufus C. Torrey 

Hon Jas Dellet 
Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 
Dec 
10 
A.T. 


f 


Horn James Dellet, 

M. C. 

City of Washington 
D. C. 
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Claiborne, Tuesday morning Deer. 10, 1844 


Dear Sir¬ 
in my letter of last evening, I neglected to say that a gentleman 
now on one of the boats on the river is desirous of purchasing or rent¬ 
ing the upper warehouse, and through Mr. Crane, has requested me to 
write to you, ascertain, if the same can be had what the responsibilities 
of this man are, or even his name I cannot now state. I presume the 
upper warehouse could be profitably occupied, as the rates now estab¬ 
lished are very high at the one now in operation, and a very general 
expression of complaint is now heard. 


As an incident of the times, I found posted at my office door last 
evening the following “native” specimen of poetry: 


“The children of Israel wanted Bread 
And the lord sent them Manna, 

Sam Strawler wanted a wife, 
and the devil sent him Anna”— 


Another instance of those heart burnings and jealousies which are con¬ 
sequent upon rising greatness. 

Respectfully &C 

Rufus C. Torrey 

\ 

Hon. Jas Dellet 
Superscription 

CLAIBORNE f 

Dec 

10 

A.T. 

Hon James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 

D. C. 
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Claiborne Deer. 31st 1844. 


Hon Jas. Dellet — 

Dear Sir—Among the duties neglected, suggested by the closing 
of the year, is that of my “Washington correspondence” but I intend to 
sleep with a quiet conscience to-night—which I think I can do, if first I 
dispatch this letter to you and my prayers to heaven. If I fail in either, 

1 cannot plead the high rates of postage. The franking privilege is ex¬ 
tended to me on both routes—I wrote a week ago informing you of the 
high pressure at which the religious excitement had reached in the Meth¬ 
odist church, but it calmed down like an expiring flame when the straw 
which fed it, was consumed. Gardner Foster was the last convert. The 
affair was kept up too long—the interest first aroused died away, and 
when finally the greatest efforts were made, no response could be brought 
back. One preacher in the (apparent) agony of his supplications, fell 
prostrate upon the floor wallowed in the dust, and shook his limbs 
spasmodically like a galvanized frog, but all would not do. Some half 
dozen school girls, who were “up to be prayed for,” irrevently laughed 
at the unusual exhibition. I thought of Fluellen “summoning spirits from 
the vasty deep,” which would not come at his bidding. Then I thought 
of the scene, so graphically described, between the priests of Baal and 
Elijah, when the former beat their breasts, rent their garments &c, and 
by the hour cried aloud to their gods, who did not answer. Then I 
imagined what must be the feelings of some respectable Turk, could one 
have been present, how with mingled wonder and contempt he would 
have looked on, and blessed the beard of the prophet that his was a dif¬ 
ferent religion, and his place of worship could not be mistaken for 
a lunatic asylum. But upon the smoldering ashes of the religious camp 
ground, has arisen a temperance society—brother Hicks and Cooper stand¬ 
ing sponsors for it, and some twenty odd put their names to the pledge. 
It very reasonably allows brandy for mince pies and wine for syllabub 
and turtle soup—no matter whether the wine is boiled or not. Holding it 
to be a very good rule in the construction of constitutional law and tem¬ 
perance pledges, that we cannot do indirectly that which we cannot do 
directly, and therefore if he can take brandy (baked) with beef, and 
wine (boiled or unboiled) with soup, the same may be taken safely 
without the above concomitants, I have concluded to reserve • to myself 
a discreption as to the mode time manner and quantity of taking brandy 
and wine. But the temperance meeting went off with great eclat. My 
man Rabb led off with great spirit, and chopped into his subject with 
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the force and smoothness of a meat axe. Mr Cooper told how much 
wine brandy &c he had purchased in the last ten years, and made t e 
amount at $150 per annum, which I would not have told publicly. Les- 
lie spoke with more than usual vigor and some, who ought to know, 
were uncharitable enough to hint that his speech was too soon after 
Christmas assoications to call it a real cold water speech. E. B. Jones made 
a pretty talk, and painted in strong color the sufferings and wrongs of 
women, when beaten and abused by a drunken husband, but the night 
being cold he left before the pledge was signed “to take a drink, as it 
is said. At any rate he has not joined. A little Irishman named Barclay 
rnoke and after an apothesis to Father Mathew, blessed his stars that 
Sen Erie was the land of his nativity. In other respects Christmas had 
been a dull time, fortunately with less of noise and tumult than usual. 
Dr. Lindsey is recovering slowly of his ills, and now rides out. I sup¬ 
pose he keeps you informed of his temporal & spiritual condition. He 
said he would have joined the church at the late revival had he been 
able to get there, and he promises to join the temperance society at the 
next meeting. Mr. Rabb & Elizabeth Rowland are to be married on the 
15th of Jany. as I understand, success to them. I regret to add that news 
reached us yesterday that Jane, eldest daughter of Mc’l Ezell, was at the 
point of death. She was at school last summer and a most exemplary young 


I find that I have rec’d from you up to 
this date 


in bills 


in specie 


on deposit Oct. 1843 - 

paid by Robt Lee- 

paid by you to Gales & Seaton for 

Williams & myself- 

paid me by J. J. Roach- 

rec’d from the Ferry- 

rec’d from blacksmith shop- 


Whole amount rec’d 


$1650.00 

6.80 

. 24.00 

100.00 

213.00 431.73 

100.00 149.14 


$1969.80 $704.87 

$2674.67 


From this amount I have paid out, as pr recpt. 

in bills- 

in specie - 


$1698.52% 

751.90 


2450.42% 
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nr -II I lllfllia Mini 'M Itiil .."" r "" ll.I.Ll . : 


Balance in my hands Jany 1st 1845 (in Ala. 

bk bills) subject to your order_-- 224.24V4 

$2674.67 

The above does not include the amount due from H. Bethea’s est. which 
will be paid this week, nor any ferriages since your return in Oct. 

Respectfully 8cc R. C. Torrey 

, 1 • t 

Superscription 

CLAIBORNE f 

Dec 

31 L 

A.T. 

Hon. James Dellet 

M.C. 

Washington 

D.C. 


Claiborne Jany 13. 1945. 

Dear Sir — I am happy to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 
31st Ult. It came last night, slow, but none the less welcome—as a faith¬ 
ful chronicler of events I should have written sooner, but the press of 
business incident to the close of one year and the commencement of 
another, has compelled me to defer writing for the space of a fortnight 
As to some matters referred to in your letters Nothing has been done 
in regard to the lime rocks quarried by Gaillard’s man. They will re¬ 
main in status quo. Tom of the Ferry has regularly paid his ferry money 
to Mrs. Wormsley, ever since you left. The point of novelty referred to 
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was suggested to me by Mrs. Wormsley. The passing of the caged anh 
mals— or more properly speaking of the “Geological Institute was so 
rare an event, that we did not know how custom or precedent had es¬ 
tablished the matter. There is another matter of still more importance, 
and it should have been attended to before now, the bank debt. The 
following is a statement of it as handed to me by Mr. Cooper 

j 

Judgt. Deer. 13, 1841 _— -- $1243.11 

Int to 13 Feby 1845, 3 yrs. 2 mos.- 378.25 

Costs---- -*‘50 

24.00 29.50 


$1650.86 


One half of the amount is $825.43. You will recollect that Mr. C. ob¬ 
tained a stay on the judgt. till Jny 1st 1845, and he is now about to go 
down to arrange it. In the memoranda you left me, you requested me to 
give seasonable notice when the money might be. wanted Mr. C. thinks 
that if he could get a draft in twenty days it would answer well enough. 

I would further remark that in computing the int. on the judgt. I make 
it $314.92 instead as above stated—making a difference of $63.33 in 
favor of the defts. Since writing the above Mr. Cooper acknowledges 
the error, and we agree that the true amount of the whole debt is 
$1587.52—and the half of course is $793.76. The preceding item of 
$29.50 under the name of ‘costs’ is the amount paid by Mr. Cooper in 
August last. When he obtained the stay to the present time-as for the 
current news of the place-The religious excitement of the “protracted” 
meeting has died away, a temperance society has arisen upon its ruins— 
and I, even I, have promised to make them a speech. Fortunately, I am 
not restricted in what I may say, nor will I pledge myself as to what I 
may, ormay not, eat or drink or wear, but I will make them a speech, 
words cost but little. The sober second thought has induced E. B. Jones 
to join, and some forty names are now pledged. It was difficult to get the 
pledge in a proper shape—as much so as to arrange your Annexation 
projects at the federal city. At first it ran, we pledge ourselves to each 
other and to our God” but it was altered, as many preferred that God 
should have nothing to do with it. It was then altered that some worthy 
ladies might put brandy into their pies, nor be deprived of the exquisite 
pleasure of sipping at brandy peaches—most considerate pledge! further 
more, no one is bound when he or she withdraws from this community 
—the evil of intemperance being wholly local or topical, like some other 
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diseases—no matter how much evil one does himself or any other neigh¬ 
borhood provided good old Claiborne escapes unscathed. But there is 
another matter on hand, which lays temperance and religion in the shade 
-and that is a fair —a fair for the benefit of the churches-all three of 
them—share and share alike—all hands joined in the af-fair. Miss Douglas 
and Miss Lee and all fairing elements are now combined. Mrs. Cooper 
is Captain & Mrs. Gaillard joins in—Bella Draughon is a lieutenant of 
the Baptist division with the Misses Connell for her aids. Miss Douglas, 
sustained by Mrs. Hanrick and Miss Porter bring up the other corps, 
and there they all are, cheek by jowl, sewing and arranging & purchas¬ 
ing, and going about the streets and into men’s houses—taking a man’s 
small change & putting it in a box and his name on a piece of paper and 
all the school girls are making babies’ frocks and doll dresses, pin cush¬ 
ions and card racks and the thousand knick-knack contrivances and 
“fixings” suitable to these occasions. So the “era of good feeling” has 
commenced. About the last of February is appointed for the consumma¬ 
tion of the great event. Truly, society is onward—like progressive demo¬ 
cracy—and no one can tell at what high pitch it may not attain—or when 
it may end—but may Heaven bless the era of good feeling!—My Hy- 
menial diary is not without interest. My man Rabb married Elisabeth 
Rowland on the 16th inst. Dr. Adam Arthur takes a wife on the 22d— 
some one on the ridge—a chuncky Miss Wright some time since of Clai¬ 
borne—more recently teaching at Macon became “engaged” to a little 
plasterer at the latter place, a knight of the trowel, honest enough, but 
of little sense; her friends advised her better—and she broke off. The 
disheartened, swain packed up to be off—to plaster up the rent in his 
heart the best he might, but he entertained no malice—his last breakfast 
he took with the changable mistress of his affections, and then bade her 
adieu, forever with crushed affections he marched away—and then the 
feeling of desolation settled upon the repentant fair one. She sprang 
after him and arrested his steps and uttered these simple words “I will 
marry you” and she did so—O God! Who can tell the strength of true 
rove. 

Mr. J. S. Williams desires hds Intelligencer to be sent to Grove Hill 


* 
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p. O. Clarke Co. Will you do him the favor to drop a line to Gales & 

Seaton, to this effect? , 

Respectfully &c 

R. C. Torrey 


Superscription 

CLAIBORNE 

Jany 

14 

A.T. 


f 


Hon James Dellet 

M. C. 

City of Washington 


n r. 
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FLAG OF THE “CLAIBORNE GUARDS.” 

Respectfully “Volunteered.” 


O say ye fair maidens and old men and young— 

Have you seen a bright Banner to Zephyrs 
just flung? 

Tis the flag of our Guards-men, so bold and 
so true, 

With its bright golden Stars and its colors so 
new. 

Where the brave Ladies’ Flag will be borne, 
ere ’tis done, 

No mortal may say; yet its destiny’s one 

With the flags of our South; and its valor’s 
the same, 

Be their Spirit what ’ may, or pretensions to 
name. 

Then sway in the breeze—yea thou bright 
Banner play; 

Thy beauty to all and thy “motto” display; 

For thou shadowest hearts that will bear thee 
away, 

Undaunted, ere long, to a part in the fray! 

And when the smoke curls from the Cannon’s 
red mouth, 

And the sharp-ringing Rifle resounds for the 
South— 

Even there wilt thou wave, in the sulphurous 
breath, 

If need be, to shelter thy bearers in death! 

For the battle shall rage and the gory plain 
reek 
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With the dews of the life's blood, if any 
shall seek, 

To arrest thy proud flying and make us to 
strike, 

Thy bright golden colors and motto alike! 

So away to the Heavens and downward again, 

In soft undulations wave over the plain: 

The hands that bestowed thee, by those that 
received, 

Shall never, no never, no never be grieved! 

And when the dark war-cloud shall pass from 
the sky, 

and the South needs no longer thy glories on 
high; 

Then enfurled on thy staff we shall bring 
thee again, 

Bedecked with thy trophies, to those that 
remain! 

Then a toast to the “Flag that the brave 
Ladies gave, 

Long, long o’er our proud hearts its glories 
shall wave; 

For we never will yield while our Bunting 
shall fly— 

We vow with our Banner to live or to die! 

Yea, a toast to the Flag and a toast to the 
Brave— 

* 

Aye, the Matrons and Maidens of Claiborne 
who gave: 

They shall rest in their homes, while we take 
to thfe field: 
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We pledge them 'our lives shall their liberties 
shield’! 


Claiborne, March 23d, 1861* 


Co. C, 2nd Alabama Infantry Regiment, Sept. 1, 1861, 

Fort Morgan, Ala. 


G. W. Foster-Capt 

E. A. Scott __1st Lieut 

W. J. Robison_2d Lieut 

S. S. Gaillard_3d Lieut 

G. H. Gray-1st Sgt. 

Joel Bullard-2d Sgt. 

J. M. Merry-3d Sgt. 

F. M. McCord-4th Sgt. 

J. M. Beam-Corpl 

T. S. Sowell_Corpl 

J. A. Hightower Jr-Corpl 

C. G. Fonda-Corpl 

Agee W. R. Jr-Private 

Andref Isaac_Private 

Avery C. B.--— Private 

Bacigalupo G. -Private 

Busey Charles-Private 

Bautzman R. H.-Private 

Black T. D._-— Private 

Bethea C. W. -Private 

Boxley C. W. -Private 

Barnett J. H.-Private 

Brantley F. M. —-Private 

Bowden F. P. -Private 

Bozeman J.-Private 


Hixon F. C. __Private 

Humphrey D.-Private 

Harris J. L._Private 

Jennings J. S.---Private 

Johnson C. L._Private 

Jones W. H.--Private 

Jones John -Private 

Klein Abraham __-Private 

Lambert, C. W.-Private 

Lambert R. A._Private 

Lambert, M._Private 

Luker A._Private 

Maas, Charles_Private 

Maiben J._— Private 

Marshall J. B.-Private 

Murphy, R. N.-Private 

Miller J. J. L.-—— Private 

Miller W. M._Private 

Morely John_Private 

Mayo J. L-Private 

Morris W._Private 

McMillan R. N.-Private 

McCorvey J. F. --Private 

McDavid W. H. H.-Private 

Norman C. A.-Private 



^Newspaper Clipping 

Claiborne Flag now in the hands of the Alabama Department of Archives 
& History. 
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Crook James 

_Private 

Crook Benj. E.- 

_Private 

Crow Benj 

_Private 

Canterberry, A. K. __ 

_Private 

Crosby J. M. 

_Private 

Carter T. J. 

_Private 

Cobb A. S.- 

_Private 

Coleman W. S.- 

_Private 

Daniel J. M. 

_Private 

Davis Alen 

_Private 

Drew J. A.- 

_Private 

Fryer Isaac 

_Private 

Fountain W. H.- 

_Private 

Gaillard Thomas 

_Private 

Gibson M. B. 

_Private 

Hall J. R. 

__ Private 

Hagaman T. 

_Private 

Hagaman J. 

_Private 

Hightower W.- 

Private 

Hinson Jno 

_Private 


Osborne J. V.-Private 

Parker, C.-Private 

Powell W. R._- Private 

Patrick Luke_Private 

Page A. P._Private 

Portis T. W._Private 

Perry J. T._Private 

Packer J. —-Private 

Rankin D. W._Private 

Robertson J. L.-— Private 

Robertson A. G.-Private 

Rodgers M. L. __Private 

Rumbley J. W.-Private 

Smith John-Private 

Sowell D. S.-Private 

Sowell T. F.-Private 

Wolff M._— Private 

Wainwright W. D.-Private 

Young James _Private 

Wolley Marion_Private 


Taken from original Muster Roll in Military Records Division, Alabama 
Department of Archives & History. 













































